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Sha’arei Shalom’s membership year follows the calendar year, so membership is 
renewable now.  The membership form was emailed to our current members at 

the end of December.  It can also be found here: 
2015  Annual Dues and Membership Form 

Please mail in your dues by January 31st to:  
P.O. Box 454, Ashland, MA  01721. 

 
If you are not currently a member but are interested in learning more, please feel free to contact  

our president, Jane Greenstein at president@shaareishalom.org.    

Upcoming Events 

 

January 9
th
  

 SHABBAT SERVICE @ 7:30 p.m. 

 

January 30
th
  

 SHABBAT KIDS  @ 6:45 p.m. 

 TU B’SHEVAT SEDER   @ 7:30 p.m. 

February 6
th
  

 SHABBAT LIVE!  @ 7:30 p.m. 

 

All Congregation Services take place at the Ashland 

Community Center, 162 West Union Street (unless 

otherwise noted). 

 Book Group –  January 4
th
 @ 10:00 a.m. 

 Evergreen – January 22
nd

 @ 7:30 p.m. 
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Rabbi’s Letter  
by Margie Klein 
 

Rabbi’s Dispatch from Israel 
 
Dear friends, 
 
Happy New Year!  I am writing to you from the Holy Land, where Jeremy and I arrived this morning.  As 
requested, I hope to share with you some of our experience, to give you a taste of what it is like to be here.  
When we hear about Israel in the news, it is almost always about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, known here 
simply as “hamatzav,” “the situation.”  Riding on the sheirut (shared van) from the airport, we saw signs of the 
conflict in the high barbed wire fences around the highways and the Wall to separate Israel from the 
Palestinian territories. 
 
Yet, for better or worse, what strikes me about walking around Jerusalem is not the conflict, but the normal 
hustle and bustle of Jewish life.  This afternoon, Jeremy and I made our way through winding streets and 
white-stoned alleys to the Kotel, the Western Wall.  On our way, we saw Ultra Orthodox men in long coats and 
black hats, secular women riding motor cycles, Modern Orthodox teens wearing both yarmulkes and tzitzit 
AND skinny jeans and converse.   It was exciting to witness so many different ways of being Jewish, and to 
imagine the Jewish diversity here as a catalyst for new forms of Jewish identity that rarely emerge elsewhere -- 
case in point: the religious hipster. 
 
At the Kotel (Western Wall), Jeremy and I had to separate -- Jeremy headed to the men’s section and I went to 
the women’s.  I love praying there, putting my hands and head against the huge, ancient stones.  I love 
speaking to God in a place where millions of people have stood before me, over two millennia.  As I prayed, 
the Al Axa mosque sounded its haunting call to prayer, and I was aware that I stood on holy ground, where 
people of three major faiths all feel closer to God. 
 
And yet, despite my joy at the diversity of Jewish identity in Israel, visiting the Kotel reminded me of the limits 
of religious diversity and acceptance here.  At this holy site, men and women may not pray together, women 
may not lead communal prayer, and women are not permitted to form their own minyan and read Torah 
together on the women’s side.  Further, right near the Wall, religious archeologists are displacing Muslim 
families in order to expand the City of David archeological dig and, some believe, to make way for the building 
of the Third Temple. 
 
So there you have it - Israel as a collection of contradictions - normal life AND life on the verge of war, religious 
creativity AND religious suppression, idealistic vision AND painful politics.   
 
Amidst these contradictions, what inspires me most are the people on all sides working to make life better.  
Every month, a courageous group called Women at the Wall comes together on Rosh Chodesh (the 
celebration of the new month), where they pray and read Torah.  Every month, the women are asked to leave, 
and often, some are arrested.  The Israeli Supreme Court ruled that it is not up to the police to protect the 
women, because they are putting themselves at risk.  And yet, they still keep coming, because they believe 
that Israel should be the kind of place where women can pray freely.   
 
Similarly, every week, Israelis and Palestinians overcome cynicism and fear to build relationships with one 
another and work toward peace.  They do this because they love this place, and they want it to be safe, just, 
and peaceful. 
 
As we mark the secular New Year, may we be inspired by the Israelis to form the Jewish identities that best fit 
us, and may we gain courage from our peace-seeking Israeli and Palestinian brothers and sisters, that we, too, 
might take risks to pursue justice and understanding. 
 
Rabbi Margie 

 



President’s Corner 
by Jane Greenstein 
 
Happy New Year!  I hope you all enjoyed some wonderful holiday time with family and friends over the past 

few weeks.  After the Annual Membership Meeting and Chanukah in mid-December, Sha’arei Shalom took a 

break from programming and our rabbi, teachers, and volunteers (including me!) took some needed time for 

R&R.  Now that 2015 is here, though, we are gearing up for many opportunities to come together.   

 

Sha’arei Shalom is a special community where diverse individuals come together to worship, celebrate, learn, 

and comfort together.   We are proud of the community we have built and appreciative of the combined efforts 

of our members past and present that have led us to where we are.  To those who are not yet members but 

are considering getting involved, we welcome you to join us for any and all of our events so you can 

experience the warmth of our community yourself.   

 

While information about January events can be found here in the newsletter, please also note that our website 

includes an embedded Google calendar that lists all our services, holiday celebrations, religious school 

classes, and other congregation events.  It even has the Jewish Holidays.  You can view this calendar from the 

website, but you can also subscribe to it and have all the information show up in your own personal Google 

calendar.  When at our website just go to “Events” then “Calendar” and click on the      that appears 

underneath the calendar.  (You do have to set up a Google account to use this feature). 

 
Looking forward to seeing you at one of our events soon! 

 
Upcoming Services 

 
Join us for our next Friday night Shabbat service on January 9th at 7:30 p.m. at the Ashland Community 
Center.  As always, we also invite you to join us afterward for an oneg Shabbat. 
 
On January 30th we have two events:   

 From 6:45-7:30 p.m., we have a Shabbat Kids.  Lucy Tannen and Ari Kaufman will be leading this 
interactive, musical event for young children and their families. This Shabbat event is geared to children 
ages 3-7 (older siblings of course are always also welcome).   It is also a wonderful way for parents to 
connect with other families with young children in our community.  We encourage you to bring a friend 
as well! 

 At 7:30 p.m. join us for our annual Tu B’shevat seder, where we will celebrate the Jewish birthday 
of the trees using a fun and interactive ritual created by the kabbalists of Safed, Israel.  Together, we 
will explore our relationships with nature and the seasons through personal, spiritual, and practical 
reflections, and set intentions for the new year.  Don't miss this fruit-filled event, which will be both 
delicious and nourishing for body and soul! 

 
Mark your calendars for our next Shabbat Live! service on Friday, February 6th at 7:30 p.m.  Shabbat 
Live! is a musical and interactive service featuring our own Shabbat Live Band.   Come experience our lively 
twist on a traditional Shabbat service.  Filled with festive music and song, this is a service you don't want to 
miss!  As always, an Oneg Shabbat will follow the service.   
 

We are currently in need of oneg sponsors.  Please consider volunteering to host an 

oneg this year...it’s easy, fun and rewarding to provide refreshments for congregants, 

friends and family after the Friday evening service so we can enjoy the warmth and joy of 

the Sabbath together.  Hosting an oneg is a mitzvah, and your gift of time and effort is 

greatly appreciated!  Please contact Jamie Sack at sack.jamie@yahoo.com or              

508-627-0387 for more information.  Thank you! 

mailto:sack.jamie@yahoo.com


Board Members and Officers for 2015 
 
We held our annual membership meeting on December 7th where we held elections for our Board of Directors 
and officers.   
 
The 2015 Board of Directors and Officers are: 
 

Jane Greenstein—President 
Jen Gordon—Vice President 
Gary Weinberger—Secretary 
Karen Smith—Treasurer 
Lisa Freedman 
Jen Gordon 
Alan Lovitz 
Meir Mechtinger 
Sharon Prybyla 
Andy Witty 
 
We take this opportunity to offer our deepest appreciation to outgoing board member Jeff Weinstein for his 
many years of leadership and dedicated service.  And thank you to Meir Mechtinger for joining the Board and 
to the rest for their ongoing commitment and service.   

 
 
Annual Appeal 2014 
A heartfelt “Thank you!” to those who contributed to our Annual Appeal fundraising campaign.  Donations were 
requested to help sustain our programming and to expand our outreach as well as to help cover the cost for 
the new menorah we needed to purchase for our downtown Ashland display (see below).   
 
Under $100 
Daniel Cohen 
Bob and Judy Ernest 
Leslie and Edward Glickman 
Phyllis and Nancy Jacobson 
Sheldon Kaplow 
Barbara Klein 
Neal and Barbara Kleinberg 
Alan and Rachel Lovitz 
Joanna Robbins 
 
$100 and above 
Ira Falkenheim 
Judi and Neil Gordon 
Jane and Gary Greenstein 
Jonathan and Leslie Jaffe 
Joel and Ellen Kaplan 
William and Nathalie Kaufman 
Hilary and Charles Mechler 
Sharon and Jim Prybyla 
Melissa Shore 
 
We are also very pleased to announce that we received an anonymous donation of $5000. 
 
These generous contributions will help us strengthen our already vibrant community.  If you have not already 
done so, it is not too late to donate!  Donations can be sent to us at P.O. Box 454, Ashland, MA  01721. 

 



Religious School Update 

by Lisa Clay 
 

Happy New Year to all!  Hope everyone had a good Chanukah and winter break!  It was great to see all of our 
families at the Chanukah party having fun.  It is time to get back to learning with a full month of classes in 
January.   

Also please note that we still have 5 Shabbat menorah mates in stock and for sale for $18.  Don't miss out!  
Contact Lisa Clay at lcc1129@yahoo.com if you are interested. 

Schedule for January: 

Tuesday Jan 6:  4:30-6:00 pm Grades 3-6 

Sunday, Jan.11: 9 am Learners service grades 3-7, 10 am-Noon: Grades 1-7 (7th grade class with Rabbi) 

Tuesday, Jan.13: 4:30-6:00 pm Grades 3-6 

Sunday, Jan.18: 10 am - Noon Grades 2-6 

Tuesday, Jan.20: 4:30-6:00 pm Grades 3-6 

Sunday, Jan. 25: 9 am Learners service grades 3-7, 10 am-Noon: Grades 1-6 

Tuesday, Jan. 27: 4:30-6:00 pm Grades 3-6 

 

Don't forget Shabbat services on Jan. 9 at 7:30 and Jan. 30 at 7:30 (Tu B'shevat seder)! 

 
Monica Weinstein Women’s Book Group 
by Leslie Jaffe 
 
Our next get-together will be a belated Hanukah potluck brunch and book swap on Sunday, January 4th at 10 

am at the home of Jane Greenstein.  Everyone attending is asked to bring a new, gift-wrapped book, as well as 

a dish to share.  We will also be discussing "Caleb's Crossing" by Geraldine Brooks, and copies of February's 

book, "My Beloved World" by Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor," will be available.  Please RSVP to 

Leslie Jaffe, jlajfamily@verizon.net, if you would like to attend. 

Happy reading! 

 
Elissa Naiman Evergreen Group 
by Sheila Watnick 
 
Thanks to Shirley Marks and her husband Wes for hosting the Evergreen meeting on December 17.  At 
Shirley's suggestion, many of the members brought spouses which gave an added touch to the wonderful food 
which Shirley had prepared. Members also brought contributions for the Ashland Food Bank. 
 
Some special time was set aside to remember our dear friend and Evergreen co-founder Elissa Naiman who 
passed away on December 3rd following a two-year battle with lung cancer.  Elissa was a kind, giving, 
passionate, strong woman and wife to husband Steve and mother to Adam and Ethan.  Many of us were 
fortunate to remember her beautiful soprano voice, especially at services.  Evergreen members always wanted 
to sit near her, just to be in the presence of that voice.  Members decided that a fitting long-lasting tribute to 
Elissa would be to rename the group after her, the Elissa Naiman Evergreen Group. 
  
The next meeting will be on Wednesday, January 14th, at the new home of Linda Hecker.  Female temple 
members 60 and over are welcome.  Contact evergreen@shaareishalom.org 
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Babysitting! 

Josie Kaufman is available for babysitting.  She is 11 years old and has taken the Red Cross 
babysitting course.  She can babysit on weekends.  Contact Josie with any questions at 
508-881-6930 

 
 

We are compiling a list of Bar/Bat Mitzvah information consisting of: 
 

Venues 
Caterers 

DJ's 
 

Please email Lisa Freedman, LNFkitty2@aol.com with some you've experienced.  
It would be nice for Sha'arei Shalom families to have a resource of this kind.  

 
THANK YOU. 

 
 

WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUNG FAMILIES 

PJ LIBRARY IS A JEWISH FAMILY ENGAGEMENT program implemented on a local level throughout North 
America. We mail free, high-quality Jewish children's literature and music to families across the continent 
on a monthly basis.  
 
PJ Library is a program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, made possible through partnerships with 
philanthropists and local Jewish organizations. Today, families in hundreds of communities across the United 
States and Canada are able to explore the timeless core values of Judaism through books and music.  
 
All families raising Jewish children from age six months of age through five, six, seven or eight years 
(depending on the community) are welcome to enroll.  

http://pjlibrary.org/ 
 

   

 

DO YOU LOVE TO SING?  

CHECK OUT SHIR JOY! 

Whether you sing professionally or have only sung in your shower, this is your chance to join with other 

adults who love to sing Jewish music. Shir Joy is a Jewish choir that started up in the fall of 2011. We 

practice on Sunday evenings from 7-9 pm right at Congregation B’nai Shalom in Westborough. In our first 

year we had over 35 members from 14 central MA towns & cities. Rehearsals this coming year will begin 

on October 14 following the High Holidays. Choir participants are not required to be Jewish nor do 

members need to be affiliated with a Jewish organization to join. We hold several concerts over the year 

in the Central MA area. 
Shir Joy will be directed again this coming year by Jonathan Rappaport, an experience choral conductor 

with over forty years of experience. Dues of $75 per year. love of Jewish music, and ability to keep in tune 

with your neighboring singers are required. Although we do make beautiful music together, we also build 

strong community bonds. We welcome new members. If you are interested in participating or want 

additional information, check out our website www.shirjoychorus.com, or email ShirJoyMA@gmail.com. 

Shir Joy is partially funded from a generous grant from Jewish Federation of Central Massachusetts. 

mailto:LNFkitty2@aol.com
http://pjlibrary.org/Books-and-Music.aspx
http://www.hgf.org/
http://pjlibrary.org/Parents-and-Families/Enrollment.aspx
http://www.shirjoyma/
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добро пожаловать! 

 

Engaging Metrowest Russian Jewish Families in Jewish Community Life  
 

A grant from the Genesis Fund is enabling us to reach out to Russian Jewish families throughout 

Metrowest. By developing collaborative relationships, we are identifying and connecting with 

members of this large and vibrant community through engaging programming and activities. 

 

As part of this program, JFN is also doing special "Privet Malish" visits -- Welcome Baby! 

visits with gift baskets and resources tailored for Russian Jewish families. 

 

If you are interested in learning more about our programs or "Privet Malish," or if you know 

someone who is, please contact our Russian community connector, Luba Olshan, for more 

information. 
 

 

 

 

“Do not abandon me in my old age”      High Holiday Prayer Book 

 

You value your independence, help others keep theirs. 

 

Join the JFS Patient Navigator corps of volunteers that provides access to vital health services. 

Patient Navigators are trained volunteers who accompany frail older adults to medical 

appointments, facilitate communication with medical staff, and provide practical and emotional 

support.  CJP funds JFS to provide this important service to Jewish seniors in Metrowest. 

 

If you have an interest in helping frail older adults maintain their independence, contact JFS 

(www.jfsmw.org) at 508-875-3100 x110 to learn more about this flexible, rewarding opportunity. 

 

Next training is scheduled for Wednesday, January 14, 2015 – space is limited, sign up today! 
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JFS Healthy Aging 

Invites you for Lunch* and Learn: 

Thursday, January 15th 

12:00 to 1:30 

Temple Shir Tikva 

141 Boston Post Road in Wayland 

 

“Natural Solutions for Common Illnesses” 

Presented by Gary Kracoff, NMD, Registered Pharmacist 

 

Explore natural and homeopathic solutions 

for common ailments, such as colds, flu, arthritis, 

heartburn, constipation and more! 

Kosher lunch is $3 in advance or $5 at the door 

Register at https://jfsofmetrowest.wufoo.com/forms/jfs-health-aging-lunch-and-learn/ 

or call JFS: 508-875-3100 x330 

https://jfsofmetrowest.wufoo.com/forms/jfs-health-aging-lunch-and-learn/

