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DUES REMINDER 
For those members who split their annual dues into two payments,  

please remember that the second payment is due by June 30th. 
You can contact Karen at treasurer@shaareishalom.org if you are unsure of your balance. 

Upcoming Events 

 

 SHABBAT SERVICE June 6
th
 @ 7:30 p.m 

 

 SHABBAT SERVICE June 20
th
 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 

 SHABBAT SERVICE July 25
th
 @ 7:30 p.m 

 

 SHABBAT SERVICE August 22
nd

 @ 7:30 p.m 

 

All Congregation Services take place at the Ashland 

Community Center, 162 West Union Street (unless 

otherwise noted). 
 

 Book Group – June 1
st
 @ 10:00 a.m. 

 Strawberry Picking Outing – June 8
th
 @ 11:00 a.m. 

 Teen Scene—June 14
th
 @ 7:00 p.m. 

 Evergreen – June 24
th
 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 Mid-Summer Cookout—July 20
th
 @ 4:00 p.m. 
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Rabbi’s Letter  
by Margie Klein 
 
Let Them Eat Cake.  Cheesecake, That Is…. 
 
Friends, 
 
This week, Jews around the world celebrate the holiday of Shavuot, which marks the giving of the Torah at Mt. 
Sinai. Although the giving of the Torah is supposed to have happened 3300 years ago, our tradition invites us 
to imagine that we receive Torah again each and every year.   
 
How might we relive the experience of receiving Torah?  Our tradition offers two special practices, based on 
two favorite Jewish activities - eating and learning.  
 
What do we eat on Shavuot?   
 
Well, before God gave the Torah to the Israelites, God commanded them to purify themselves for three days 
by refraining from marital relations and avoiding eating meat.  To remember this time, Jews eat dairy on 
Passover.  Faced with the challenge of making enticing dairy meals for the holiday, Ashkenazi Jewish women 
developed the custom of making cheesecake and blintzes.  In Sephardic communities, women often make 
cheese burekas, which are little pastry pockets. 
 
How do we learn on Shavuot? 
 
Around the world, Jews observe Shavuot by holding Tikkun Leil Shavuot gatherings where people stay up all 
night studying, usually focusing on traditional Jewish texts.  At these study sessions, task is not only to read 
texts, or even to understand them.  Instead, we are invited to explore how Jewish texts and ideas speak to us 
personally.  We situate ourselves as one link in a chain of many generations who have interpreted and 
reinterpreted the Torah, in order to understand how to live the most righteous lives we can.   
Today, many Jews expand the meaning of “studying” to include other practices that might help us to 
experience revelation today.  For example, I hope to attend the Brookline Community Tikkun Leil Shavuot (let 
me know if you want to join), where offerings include text study, meditation, yoga, and drama improv about the 
giving of the Torah.  Whatever the practice, the goal is to receive wisdom and/or revelation by digging deeply. 
 
So, how might you observe Shavuot this year?   
 
First, I recommend that you pop some Lactaid pills and enjoy some dairy delights.  Second, perhaps while 
enjoying your milchic (dairy) meal, I invite you to spend a few minutes learning and exploring how you want to 
live.  Whether or not you choose to study a traditional Jewish text, I invite you to reflect - through speaking with 
others or writing alone - on what this past year has taught you about how to live a righteous life.  What 
experiences - positive or painful - helped you clarify your life path or sense more deeply what God wants of 
you? 
 
I would love to hear what you come up with! 
 
May this year be one of learning, growth, and revelation for all of us. 
 
Blessings, 
Rabbi Margie 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.charlesriverlearning.com/index.php/Shavuot_Tikkun_2014


President’s Corner  
by Jane Greenstein  
 
Another Religious School has come to an end.  Just two weeks ago, we marked the end of Hebrew School for 
the year and watched our 7th graders graduate. It was a wonderful celebration of Jewish learning, identity and 
community!  As our students from kindergarten through 7th grade took turns coming to the front of the room to 
share some of what they learned this year, it was like time-lapse photography of children’s growth and 
development.  I was so moved to see how much our students learn over the course of their years with us.  And 
how poised and confident they grow to be!  Bottomless thanks to our dedicated teachers and school committee 
members for all that they do to create our engaging program.  Thank you also to the kids for their passion, 
creativity, and commitment to their own learning. And thank you to our parents for making Judaism a priority in 
the life of your family and for choosing Sha’arei Shalom as your religious home. 
 
On this last day of school, the Rabbi charged the students with looking for opportunities over the summer 
break to live the lessons that they learned this year in school.  She spoke of the importance of taking the 
information and skills one has acquired and putting them into action in the real world.  Sha’arei Shalom’s 
activities will slow down a bit over the summer (though we will still have a service in July and another in 
August).  While we are all off doing “summer things,” I will try to take on the Rabbi’s challenge.  I hope you find 
opportunities to do so as well, hopefully while also having some fun! 
 

 
Our 7th graders—Evan, Talia, Ben, Leah, Allie, and Sofi 

 
Upcoming Services and Holiday Celebrations 

 
On Friday June 6th, join us for a traditional Friday night service at 7:30 p.m. at the Ashland Community 
Center.  We will celebrate Shavuot and also will be acknowledging the bar mitzvah of Evan Spitzer, which will 
take place the following morning. 
 
On Friday June 20th we will have a second traditional Friday night service of the month at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Ashland Community Center.  We will be acknowledging the bat mitzvah of Talia Muller.   
 
Summer services will take place on July 25th and August 22nd. 
 
As always, we also invite you to join us after services for a community oneg Shabbat. 
 
 



We are currently in need of oneg sponsors for July 25th, and August 22nd.  Please 

consider volunteering to host an oneg this year...it’s easy, fun and rewarding to provide 

refreshments for congregants, friends and family after the Friday evening service so we 

can enjoy the warmth and joy of the Sabbath together.  Hosting an oneg is a mitzvah, and 

your gift of time and effort is greatly appreciated!  Please contact Jamie Sack at 

sack.jamie@yahoo.com or 508-627-0387 for more information.  Thank you! 

 
Strawberry Picking Outing  
 

Join us at 11:00 am on Sunday June 8th for an informal strawberry picking outing at Sunshine Farm (41 

Kendall Ave, Sherborn).  A wonderful way to connect with other families in the congregation.  Questions, 

contact Jen Gordon at jen@ethangordon.com 

 

 

We are currently enrolling for the 2013-14 school year.  If you are a current family 
and have not yet sent in your forms and deposit, please do so now. 

 
Click here for 2014-15 School Registration Form 

 
If you are a prospective family and would like to learn more about our school, 

please contact Lisa Clay at school@shaareishalom.org. 
 

 
5th Grade Tzedakah Project 
by Abby Leibel 

This year I had the privilege of teaching 6 fifth grade kids in my Hebrew school class at Sha’arei Shalom who 

were truly passionate about helping to save the pandas. So we began a year-long Tikkun Olam Project (in 

Hebrew it means to repair the world) where the kids came up with two different methods of raising funds for 

your organization to help with your efforts of saving Pandas.  They had a lemonade stand and then sold note 

cards that they drew to their families and friends. 

I am so proud of all they have accomplished.  They raised a total of $290.  

Mazel Tov to Sarah, Grayson, Josie, Emilie, Eva and Ben. 

 

mailto:sack.jamie@yahoo.com
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Evan Spitzer Bar Mitzvah 

 
Evan Spitzer will be called to Torah as a bar mitzvah on Saturday morning, June 7th.  His parents, Toni and 
Laurence, have this to say about him and this upcoming event: 
 

We are so excited that Evan is about to become a Bar Mitzvah.  He has embraced the 

process of preparing for this honor and watching him own this has been extremely 

rewarding.  Evan is kind and compassionate; he is a loyal boy scout, earning his Star 

ranking this year, and loves to camp and travel.  He is dependable – always willing to be 

“the helper” at home and is the ‘best little brother’ according to his sister Rose!  Evan 

began Hebrew school at Sha’arei Shalom when he was 4 years old and has received an 

excellent, well rounded Jewish education.  We are very thankful to Barbara Klein, 

Stephanie Marks, Ari Kaufman, Abby Leibel, Steve Kraus and Rabbi Margie Klein-

Ronkin for their guidance and wisdom as they caringly taught Evan over the years.  

Growing up in the warmth of the Sha’arei Shalom community has been an invaluable 

part of who Evan has become.  Having a Jewish community that has been such a 

presence in his life has truly taught him that keeping his Jewish identity alive, as he 

grows older, is of utmost importance.  We are grateful that our children are being raised 

in such a special community and we thank you everyone for their always present love 

and support of our family. 

Sha’arei Shalom sends a big Mazel Tov to the Spitzer family on their simcha!  
 

 
We send prayers for healing to Harvey Hecker and Judy Ernest. 

 

 
 
Teen Scene Movie Club 
By Zak Weinstein and Alyssa Dver 
 
Our social group for post-b’nei mitzvah teens will meet on Saturday June 14th from 7:00-10:00 at the 
Weinstein's house (30 Chestnut Street, Westborough).  As usual, we will be watching a movie and discussing 
it afterward.   
 
The group is for all Sha'arei Shalom members ages 13-16.  We look forward to seeing the return of last year’s 
members as well as welcome new participants from last year’s bar/bat mitzvah class.  For more information 
about the group, contact  Alyssa via text (7742450181) or email (alyssadver@verizon.net).   

 
 
Monica Weinstein Women’s Book Group 
by Cindi Muller 
 
A special thanks to the Greenstein Family for allowing the Book Club to host our 1st ever book & movie 
discussion.  We had quite the discussion about our last month's book "12 Years a Slave" and the movie 
adapted from it while enjoying a potluck brunch of bagels, fruit salad & sweets.  The book versus movie debate 
continues.  Which do you generally enjoy better? 
 
Our next meeting will be June 1st at 10am at our usual location of Bodacious Bagels.  We will be discussing 
"The Seduction of Water" by Carol Goodman. 

 
 

mailto:alyssadver@verizon.net


Evergreen 
by Sheila Watnick 
 
The next meeting of Evergreen will be on Tuesday, June 24th, at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Sheila Watnick.  

Female temple members 60 and over are welcome.  Contact evergreen@shaareishalom.org  

 
Mid-Summer Cookout – Save the Date 
Looking for some mid-summer socialization, fun, and food? Please join us at the home of Andy and Nancy 

Witty, 58 Salem End Lane, Framingham for a mid-summer cookout at 4:00PM on July 20th. 

  

We will send a follow-up announcement in late June and use SignUpGenius for food, beverages and desert.    

 

Tikkun Olam Opportunity – Coming Soon 
by Lisa Freedman 
  
The United Way serves dinner to individuals in need at the Pearl St. Cafe in Framingham on Tuesday and  
Thursday nights. The 6th grade Hebrew School class has volunteered twice during this past year. I thought 
that we could open up this opportunity to the Sha'arei Shalom community (appropriate for 5th grade and older).  
 
EVENT INFORMATION: 
Date: Tuesday, July 15th 2014 
Time: 5:00-8:00 p.m. 
Place: Pearl St. Cafe, 10 Peal St., Framingham 
# of volunteers needed: 10 
 
EVENT EXPECTATIONS 
The location is Pearl Street Cupboard and Café, 10 Pearl Street in Framingham. We ask our volunteers 
to arrive at 5:00 p.m. to assist with set-up and receive your assignments. We then serve our clients from 5:30-
7:30.  Afterwards, some volunteers assist with the kitchen clean-up. This would consist of washing pans and 
serving utensils; as well as, cleaning the stainless steel countertops.  The remainder of the volunteers assist 
with cleaning the dining room tables and disposing of trash. With everyone's help the evening ends around 
8:00. We recommend wearing jeans, t-shirts and comfortable shoes. We do provide aprons.  
 
To sign up or for questions contact Lisa Freedman LNFkitty2@aol.com or (508) 308-2514.  
Please let me know as soon as possible. 
 

 
Comfort and Caring Shawls 

by Margot Podtburg 
 
The Helping Hands Committee has introduced a new way that we can help one another during times of serious 
illness and challenges.  A Comfort and Caring Shawl can be a thin scarf, a shrug, a wide shawl or a lap 
blanket.  What makes it a comfort and sharing shawl is the intentions of the creator.  Shawls are made with 
love and care by a volunteer within our Sha'arei Shalom community for someone within our community.  They 
represent prayers for the recipient's health, joy and peace as well as hopes for comfort for the recipient.  The 
shawls would be delivered to recipients either by the Rabbi or by someone with Helping Hands accompanied 
by a note explaining the shawl. 
 
If you knit or crochet, you, too, can help by making a shawl.  If you are unable to make a shawl, you can still 

help by providing a gift card so that those of us who can so that we may purchase yarn to create a shawl.  Our 

hope is to have several shawls on hand in case of an immediate need, and then to replenish the shawls as 

they are distributed.  We also have a newly created knitting circle (see below) who can help you learn to 

mailto:evergreen@shaareishalom.org
mailto:LNFkitty2@aol.com


knit/crochet and can help you make a shawl for someone you know.  If you would like help making a shawl or 

would like to donate a gift card for supplies, please contact Margot Podtburg at mpodtburg@hotmail.com 

 

Babysitting! 

My name is Lexi Maher. I live on Pennock road and I love children. I am 15 years old and have taken 

the Red Cross babysitting course. I can babysit on weekends and various weekday nights. Contact me 

with any questions at: 

508-231-0883 or 774-279-6647 
leximaher@hotmail.com   

 

American Red Cross Babysitter Training Class 

To provide youth who are planning to babysit with the knowledge and skills necessary to safely and 

responsibly give care for children and infants. This training will help participants to develop leadership 

skills; learn how to develop a babysitting business, keep themselves and others safe and help children 

behave; and learn about basic child care and basic first aid. The recommended age for this course is 

11-15 years old. 

 

Please contact Michelle Levenson for more information (617-529-0429, mllevenson@verizon.net ) 

 

DO YOU LOVE TO SING?  

CHECK OUT SHIR JOY! 
Whether you sing professionally or have only sung in your shower, this is your chance to join with other 

adults who love to sing Jewish music. Shir Joy is a Jewish choir that started up in the fall of 2011. We 

practice on Sunday evenings from 7-9 pm right at Congregation B’nai Shalom in Westborough. In our first 

year we had over 35 members from 14 central MA towns & cities. Rehearsals this coming year will begin 

on October 14 following the High Holidays. Choir participants are not required to be Jewish nor do 

members need to be affiliated with a Jewish organization to join. We hold several concerts over the year 

in the Central MA area. 
Shir Joy will be directed again this coming year by Jonathan Rappaport, an experience choral conductor 

with over forty years of experience. Dues of $75 per year. love of Jewish music, and ability to keep in tune 

with your neighboring singers are required. Although we do make beautiful music together, we also build 

strong community bonds. We welcome new members. If you are interested in participating or want 

additional information, check out our website www.shirjoychorus.com, or email ShirJoyMA@gmail.com. 

Shir Joy is partially funded from a generous grant from Jewish Federation of Central Massachusetts. 

  

WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUNG FAMILIES 

PJ LIBRARY IS A JEWISH FAMILY ENGAGEMENT program implemented on a local level throughout North 
America. We mail free, high-quality Jewish children's literature and music to families across the continent 
on a monthly basis.  
 
PJ Library is a program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, made possible through partnerships with 
philanthropists and local Jewish organizations. Today, families in hundreds of communities across the United 
States and Canada are able to explore the timeless core values of Judaism through books and music.  
 
All families raising Jewish children from age six months of age through five, six, seven or eight years 
(depending on the community) are welcome to enroll.  

http://pjlibrary.org/ 
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Dror Leadership High School 
This is a semester study abroad program for 10th and 11th graders which will take place in the lovely 

northern town of Karmiel. The American students will have their own English speaking classes within an 

Israeli high school in order to encourage them to create bonds with Israeli peers and understand life in 

Israel. Along with their academic studies students will learn Hebrew, Jewish History, Israeli Society, and 

take part in a weekly field trip as well as regular volunteering projects. Our aim is to have students 

connect to Israel and develop as Jewish leaders during their time here which they can then bring to their 

home communities. 

If you would like more information, visit our website at www.drorleadership.org.  

 

Stories Under the Stars  with Big Joe & PJ Library    

Saturday, June 28 

5:30 p.m. 

For families with children ages 0-5 

Siblings welcome! 

$15/family; $5 additional for walk-ins 

Register here.  

Ever wonder how all those stars got up in the sky? Big Joe the Storyteller knows. Join us for a picnic 

dinner as we listen to Big Joe tell stories in an outdoor park. 

Families, please bring your own dinner. JFN will provide the dessert -- and the stories!  

@ Mary Bunker Park 

Megonko Rd., Natick 

(Off of Route 27, across from the former Building 19) 

Please contact metrowest@jccgb.org with any questions. 

In case of inclement weather, please call 508-879-3300 x10 after 4 p.m. on the day of the 

event.  

  

 

JFS is looking for special people to be trained as volunteer Patient Navigators.  

Patient Navigators provide enhanced medical escort services to frail older adults.  

If you are a retired health care professional or comfortable in a medical 

environment, this flexible mitzvah opportunity is for you. 

 

The next training will take place at JFS on two Wednesday mornings, June 11th and June 18th, from 9 AM to Noon.  If you are 

that special person, call Shoshana Savitz, LICSW, MPH to find out more. (508-875-3100 X1390)  If you know now that you 

would like to volunteer, fill out the volunteer application on-line: 

https://www.volgistics.com/ex/portal.dll/ap?AP=529318923& 

 

JFS of Metrowest is your Jewish Family Service.  JFS is located at 475 Franklin Street in 

Framingham.  www.jfsmw.org 

http://www.drorleadership.org/
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Dear Shaarei Shalom,   

I am writing you today to let you know that one of our Jewish educator colleagues is asking for your help. 

Avis Smith is the Director of Cong-regation Shaarey Tphiloh in Portland Maine. She and her husband 

Roger have been part of CAJE and NewCAJE since 1991.   

 

Avis has polycystic kidney disease which has now progressed to its final stages. She needs a kidney 

transplant. Avis told me that her best odds of healthy survival are to find a living donor. While it helps to 

have a matching blood type (hers is A positive), it is not necessary. 

Obviously, donating one of your kidney's is a great act of hesed (loving kindness) and piety. It supports 

the idea that one should "not stand idly by the blood of another human being."  Leviticus 19:16  For more 

information about the Jewish medical ethics of becoming a living donor, check out  the Halachic Organ 

Donor Society, www.hods.org, to read more about Live Kidney Donors and the Living Donor Program. The 

site has lots of good information about becoming a living donor. 

Anyone who is considering such a donation, can contact Avis at avismsmith@yahoo.com or the Maine 

Transplant Program at www.mmc.org/mainetransplantprogram. Costs for potential donors and medical 

tests are paid for by the Transplant program. 

Avis' friends have set up a facebook page called: A kidney for Avis Merdek Smith. Please consider putting 

a link this page on your Facebook pages. The more people who know, the more likely Avis is to find a 

donor. 

I know you will add Avis to your prayers for a Refuah Shelayma. 

Rabbi Cherie Koller-Fox, President, NewCAJE 
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