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Membership renewal forms and dues were expected by January 31st.  If you have 
not already sent them in, please do so asap.   

Click here for website link to the membership form 
Mail to: P.O. Box 454, Ashland, MA  01721.   

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 SHABBAT SERVICE February 28
th
 @ 7:30 p.m. 

Religious School Grade 1, 2, and 6 participation service 

 

All Congregation Services take place at the Ashland 

Community Center, 162 West Union Street (unless 

otherwise noted). 
 

 Teen Scene – February 7
th
 @ 7:00 p.m. 

 Sha’arei Café—February 8
th
 @ 7:00 p.m. 

 Bar/Bat Mitzvah meeting for 5th and 6th grade parents—

February 9
th
 at 9:00-10:00 a.m. 

 Book Group –  February 9
th
 @ 10:00 a.m. 

 Evergreen – February 25
th
 @ 7:30 p.m. 
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Rabbi’s Letter  
by Margie Klein 
 

Dear friends, 
 
This past weekend, I celebrated Martin Luther King Day, and read the inspired writings of Rabbi Abraham 
Joshua Heschel, one of the leading rabbis involved in the civil rights movement.  Remembering Heschel and 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., I want to reflect on a message in this week’s Torah portion that inspired civil rights 
leaders and continues to inspire me.   
 
In the Torah reading cycle during this blustery time of year, we read the story of the Israelites enslavement to 
Pharaoh and their liberation from Egypt.  Throughout the narrative, Moses and God instruct the Israelites to 
remember the story in the future, and to turn our collective memory of pain and oppression into empathy and 
moral responsibility for people who face oppression and hardship in our own time. 
 
This week’s Torah portion contains the best-known expression of this idea: "You shall not oppress a stranger 
(ger), for you know the feelings of the stranger, having yourselves been strangers in the land of Egypt" 
(Exodus 23:9; cf. 22:20).  As Rabbi Shai Held teaches, by ger, the Torah means an alien to where he lives, 
who lacks power and citizenship, and who is therefore vulnerable to social and economic exploitation.  
 
In telling us not to oppress the stranger, the Torah does not offer a rational argument.  Instead, the Torah 
appeals to our memory to stir our empathy and make us feel connected with those who are vulnerable.    We 
must help the stranger because we remember the suffering and degradation that can face vulnerable people, 
and must help the stranger because we know her pain. 
 
Though we may have heard this teaching so often at Passover seders and in synagogue that it seems self-
evident, our experience of oppression could have led to a very different response.  As Rabbi Held writes, the 
Torah could have said, “Since you were tyrannized and exploited and no one did anything to help you, you 
don't owe anything to anyone; how dare anyone ask anything of you?”  Instead, Judaism chooses the opposite 
path.  In remembering our people’s pain, we also remember not to cause that pain for others. 
 
Yet, it is possible to obey the command not to oppress without doing anything proactive in the face of the 
suffering of minorities and poor people, as I believe is the case in some ultra-Orthodox communities that have 
shut themselves off from the wider world after the trauma of the Holocaust.  Where Exodus commands us not 
to oppress the stranger, Leviticus takes us one step further, moving from a negative commandment (lo ta'aseh) 
to a positive one (aseh): "When a stranger resides with you in your land, you shall not wrong him. The stranger 
who resides with you shall be to you as one of your citizens; you shall love him as yourself, for you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt: I the Lord am your God" (Leviticus 19:33-34). With these startling words, we 
have traveled a long distance.  It is not enough to do no harm; we are mandated to love the stranger actively.    
 
Finally, the Book of Deuteronomy gives us one more clue about what God wants from us in caring for the 
stranger.  Here, the command to love the stranger is a form of imitatio dei, walking in God’s ways. Just as God 
"loves the stranger" (10:18), so also must we (10:19).   In other words, the Torah insists, if you want to love 
God, love those whom God loves. Love the fatherless, the widow, the orphan, and the stranger.  And that 
means not only caring for these vulnerable groups, but also working to prevent the causes of their suffering. 
 
With this view, we are better able to understand one of Heschel’s most famous quotes, reflecting on his 
participation in a civil rights march with Dr. King.  Heschel writes, “When I marched in Selma, I felt like my feet 
were praying.”  If loving God means caring for those whom God loves, then working for the rights of poor 
people and other disadvantaged groups is a way of expressing love for God, and thus a form of prayer. 
 
May we all be blessed with the compassion to love the stranger, and to serve God in word and deed by caring 
for those in need.  
 
Blessings, 
Rabbi Margie 



President’s Corner 
by Jane Greenstein  
 
We recently conducted a survey of our Religious School families and I am thrilled to share that 100% of 
respondents rated their experience as “Excellent” or “Good” and that they were either “Very Happy” or “Happy” 
with their child’s teacher.  Many adults unfortunately do not have fond memories of their religious school 
experience.  So we at Sha’arei Shalom have always had as a top priority to have a school with a rigorous, 
meaningful curriculum, but one that also is enjoyable for the children.  To have reached that goal is a 
testament to the dedication and hard work of our religious school teachers (Steve, Abby, Toni, Lucy, and 
Sara), our school committee members (Lisa Clay, Sharon Ames, Sharon Prybyla, Lisa Freedman, Debbie 
Dolin, and Gary Weinberger) and our rabbi, Margie Klein.  The current leadership also stands on the shoulders 
of those who came before them who helped to build the solid school program that we have today.  If you aren’t 
a member and would like to come visit our school to learn more about what makes us so special, please 
contact our school committee chair, Lisa Clay, at school@shaareishalom.org to schedule a visit. 

 
Upcoming Services and Holiday Celebrations 

 
On Friday February 28th, join us for a traditional Friday night service at 7:30 p.m. at the Ashland 
Community Center.  Our grade 1, 2, and 6 Religious School students will be helping to lead the service with 
Rabbi Margie.  As always, we also invite you to join us afterward for an oneg Shabbat. 
 

We are currently in need of oneg sponsors for July 25th, and August 22nd.  Please 

consider volunteering to host an oneg this year...it’s easy, fun and rewarding to provide 

refreshments for congregants, friends and family after the Friday evening service so we 

can enjoy the warmth and joy of the Sabbath together.  Hosting an oneg is a mitzvah, and 

your gift of time and effort is greatly appreciated!  Please contact Jamie Sack at 

sack.jamie@yahoo.com or 508-627-0387 for more information.  Thank you! 

 

 
Sha’arei Café 
 

Come join the Sha'arei Shalom community for an Adult only evening of music and fun!  Sing or just 
schmooze as musical members lead us with familiar favorites from the last few decades. 

 
$10 per person donation requested— 

beer, wine, soft drinks and the all new Sha’arei Café Songbook will be provided. 
 

Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share. 
Feel free to bring your instruments if you want to join in. 

 
At the home of: 

Sharon and Jim Prybyla 
14 Belknap Circle 

Ashland 
Email sprybyla@hotmail.com with any questions 

 
DATE: 2/8/2014 (Sat 7:00PM - 10:00PM) 

 
LOCATION: 14 Belknap Circle, Ashland 

 

Click here to rsvp and sign up for what you will bring 

 
PLEASE RSVP BY WEDNESDAY FEB. 5TH 

mailto:school@shaareishalom.org
mailto:sack.jamie@yahoo.com
http://www8.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C44AEA62DA20-shaarei


Religious School Update 
by Lisa Clay 
  

Wow February already!  Despite the cold and snow, time is moving along.  January was a full month of 
learning.  Rabbi Margie was able to spend some time in the classrooms this past Sunday.  The students love 
that time with her and are able to get all of their questions answered.  Most classes keep an ongoing list of 
questions to ask her.   
 
February is a short month with the school vacation but still some important things happening.  See schedule 
below: 
 
Sunday Feb 2: 10 am -Noon for grades 2-6 
Tuesday Feb 4: 4:30 -6:00 pm for grades 3-6 
Sunday Feb 9: 9:00-10:00 am Learners Service for grades 3-7, 10 am - Noon for grades 1-7 
**Sunday Feb 9: 9:00-10:00 am Bar/Bat Mitzvah meeting for 5th and 6th grade parents 
Tuesday Feb 11: 4:30 - 6:00 pm for grades 3-6 
Sunday Feb 16: NO Hebrew school - February Vacation 
Tuesday Feb.18: NO Hebrew school - February Vacation 
Sunday Feb 23: NO Hebrew school - February Vacation 
Tuesday Feb 25: 4:30-6:00 pm for grades 3-6 
**Friday Feb 28: Shabbat Service with grades 1,2 and 6 participating - all students in these grades must 
attend. 
 
We would like to thank everyone for their participation in the Hebrew School survey.  We are happy to report 
that the survey showed that overall families and students are happy with 100% rating this year as "excellent" or 
"good" and 100% saying they are either "Very Happy" or "Happy" with their child's teacher.  We are taking all 
responses into account in our continuous improvement efforts and in planning for next year.  We also 
encourage you to feel free to give us feedback at any time. 

 
Annual Appeal 2013 
A heartfelt “thank you” to those who contributed to our Annual Appeal fundraising campaign.  Donations were 
requested to help sustain our programming and to expand our outreach.   
 
Under $100 
Janet and Alan Chapman in honor of the Clay Family 
Leslie and Edward Glickman 
Ethan and Jen Gordon 
Sheldon Kaplow 
Neal and Barbara Kleinberg 
Jenine and Scott Lawton 
Alan and Rachel Lovitz 
Lothar and Terry Mermelstein in honor of Josh, Anni, Vincent, Celia and Mark Mermelstein 
Elaine Silberman 
Gary and Dara Weinberger 
 
$100 and above 
Ira Falkenheim 
Jane and Gary Greenstein 
Sharon and Jim Prybyla 
Inna and Michael Rotenstein 
Karen and Matt Smith 
 
We are also very pleased to announce that we received an anonymous donation of $5000. 
These generous contributions will help us strengthen our already vibrant community.  If you have not already 
done so, it is not too late to donate!  Donations can be sent to us at P.O. Box 454, Ashland, MA  01721. 



Boston Globe GRANT program 
 
If you are a subscriber to the Boston Globe, you received a letter about a new GRANT program that they 

have started.  Subscribers receive a grant ($50 or $100 depending on your subscription) that you can 

“give” to any non-profit of your choice.  That non-profit can then redeem any donated vouchers it receives 

for advertising space in the Globe.   

If you are a Globe subscriber, please consider designating Sha’arei Shalom as the recipient of your 

grant.  The more vouchers we collect, the larger the ad and the more ads that we can “purchase.”  Help us 

spread the word about our wonderful community! 

You will need to write the following information on your grant voucher and mail it back to the Globe in the 

postage-paid envelope they provide:  

Name of Certified 501c3:  Sha’arei Shalom 

Location:  P.O. Box 454, Ashland, MA  01721 

 
Member News 

Kudos to Andy Witty for passing the Senior Practitioner, Human Resources Certification exam. 
 
 

Teen Scene Movie Club 
By Zak Weinstein and Alyssa Dver 
 
Our social group for post-b’nei mitzvah teens will meet on Friday, January 3rd from 6:30 – 10:00 p.m. at the 
Weinstein's house (30 Chestnut Street, Westborough).  Snow date will be Saturday the 4th if necessary.  As 
usual, we will be watching a movie and discussing it afterward.  This time we will enjoy ice cream sundaes as 
well.  Bring a topping to share! 
 
The group is for all Sha'arei Shalom members ages 13-16.  We look forward to seeing the return of last year’s 
members as well as welcome new participants from last year’s bar/bat mitzvah class.  For more information 
about the group, contact  Alyssa via text (7742450181) or email (alyssadver@verizon.net).   

 
 
Monica Weinstein Women’s Book Group 
by Cindi Muller 
 
We had a wonderful turn out for our January meeting as we discussed "Brain on Fire".  Our February meeting 
will take place at our usual spot at Bodacious Bagels in Ashland at 10am on February 9th.  We will be 
discussing our latest book "Once We Were Brothers" by Ronald H. Balson.  New people are always welcome 
at our group.  Anyone with questions should contact Cindi Muller at cindimuller@hotmail.com 

 
 

Evergreen 
by Sheila Watnick 

 
At the January 22nd meeting of Evergreen at the home of Barbara Kleinberg, members welcomed Carole 
Levison to her first meeting. We laughed upon discovering how much Carole had in common with one of the 
seasoned members. 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, February 25th, at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Sheila Watnick.  Female 
temple members 60 and over are welcome.  Contact evergreen@shaareishalom.org. 

  

mailto:alyssadver@verizon.net
mailto:cindimuller@hotmail.com
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Comfort and Caring Shawls 

by Margot Podtburg 
 
The Helping Hands Committee has introduced a new way that we can help one another during times of serious 
illness and challenges.  A Comfort and Caring Shawl can be a thin scarf, a shrug, a wide shawl or a lap 
blanket.  What makes it a comfort and sharing shawl is the intentions of the creator.  Shawls are made with 
love and care by a volunteer within our Sha'arei Shalom community for someone within our community.  They 
represent prayers for the recipient's health, joy and peace as well as hopes for comfort for the recipient.  The 
shawls would be delivered to recipients either by the Rabbi or by someone with Helping Hands accompanied 
by a note explaining the shawl. 
 
If you knit or crochet, you, too, can help by making a shawl.  If you are unable to make a shawl, you can still 

help by providing a gift card so that those of us who can so that we may purchase yarn to create a shawl.  Our 

hope is to have several shawls on hand in case of an immediate need, and then to replenish the shawls as 

they are distributed.  We also have a newly created knitting circle (see below) who can help you learn to 

knit/crochet and can help you make a shawl for someone you know.  If you would like help making a shawl or 

would like to donate a gift card for supplies, please contact Margot Podtburg at mpodtburg@hotmail.com 

 
Xbox for the Troops 

by Mindy Murray 

 

If anyone has upgraded and has an old Xbox 360 in working condition that they no longer want, please let me 

know if you would like to donate it to a troop in Afghanistan.  My nephew who is currently there tells me it is a 

good distraction in their down time and the one they have is broken.  I will take care of the shipping.  Thank 

you.  You can contact me at Mindy_Murray@cadwellsign.com 

 

Bracelets for a Cause 

This summer Sha’arei Shalom 4th grader Abby Gordon (daughter of Ethan and Jen) set a goal of raising 
$1,000 for sea turtle rescue. With help from her dad, she launched the website www.braceletsbyabby.com and 
has been hard at work fulfilling orders. If you want to help her meet her goal, please visit her site to order 
bracelets or make a donation. Half the price of each bracelet (and 100% of donations) will go to the New 
England Aquarium Marine Animal Rescue team. 

 

Mahjong Anyone? 

Jenine Pollack is looking to form a mahjong group.  If you know how to play, or are interested in learning, 

please email her at jeninepollack@hotmail.com 

 

 

Babysitting! 

My name is Lexi Maher. I live on Pennock road and I love children. I am 14 years old and have taken 

the Red Cross babysitting course. I can babysit on weekends and various weekday nights. Contact me 

with any questions at: 

508-231-0883 or 774-279-6647 
leximaher@hotmail.com   

 

 

mailto:mpodtburg@hotmail.com
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American Red Cross Babysitter Training Class 

To provide youth who are planning to babysit with the knowledge and skills necessary to safely and 

responsibly give care for children and infants. This training will help participants to develop leadership 

skills; learn how to develop a babysitting business, keep themselves and others safe and help children 

behave; and learn about basic child care and basic first aid. The recommended age for this course is 

11-15 years old. 

 

Please contact Michelle Levenson for more information (617-529-0429, mllevenson@verizon.net ) 

 

 

WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUNG FAMILIES 

PJ LIBRARY IS A JEWISH FAMILY ENGAGEMENT program implemented on a local level throughout North 
America. We mail free, high-quality Jewish children's literature and music to families across the continent 
on a monthly basis.  
 
PJ Library is a program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, made possible through partnerships with 
philanthropists and local Jewish organizations. Today, families in hundreds of communities across the United 
States and Canada are able to explore the timeless core values of Judaism through books and music.  
 
All families raising Jewish children from age six months of age through five, six, seven or eight years 
(depending on the community) are welcome to enroll.  

http://pjlibrary.org/ 
 

 
 
 
 

DO YOU LOVE TO SING?  

CHECK OUT SHIR JOY! 

Whether you sing professionally or have only sung in your shower, this is your chance to join with other 

adults who love to sing Jewish music. Shir Joy is a Jewish choir that started up in the fall of 2011. We 

practice on Sunday evenings from 7-9 pm right at Congregation B’nai Shalom in Westborough. In our first 

year we had over 35 members from 14 central MA towns & cities. Rehearsals this coming year will begin 

on October 14 following the High Holidays. Choir participants are not required to be Jewish nor do 

members need to be affiliated with a Jewish organization to join. We hold several concerts over the year 

in the Central MA area. 
Shir Joy will be directed again this coming year by Jonathan Rappaport, an experience choral conductor 

with over forty years of experience. Dues of $75 per year. love of Jewish music, and ability to keep in tune 

with your neighboring singers are required. Although we do make beautiful music together, we also build 

strong community bonds. We welcome new members. If you are interested in participating or want 

additional information, check out our website www.shirjoychorus.com, or email ShirJoyMA@gmail.com. 

Shir Joy is partially funded from a generous grant from Jewish Federation of Central Massachusetts. 

 

mailto:mllevenson@verizon.net
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Prozdor Open House 

Sunday, February 2, 2014 

Prozdor, with its enrollment of 500 students, is the 
largest community Hebrew high school in the country. 
Come and see what all the excitement is about! 
  

Please join us for our first open house on Sunday 
February 2 at Hebrew College's campus in Newton 
Centre, located at 160 Herrick Road. 
  

9:45-10:15am   Tour of Campus and Class Visits 

10:20-11:05am    Prozdor Student Panel Discussion 

11:10-11:35am    Mini-Lessons with Prozdor Teachers 

  
Please RSVP to Evan Parks, Recruitment Coordinator, at 
eparks@hebrewcollege.edu or 617-559-8815 

Get more information about Prozdor by visiting our website 
www.prozdor.org 
  

  

 

  
  
  
  

 

Prozdor of Hebrew College, 160 Herrick Road, Newton, MA  02459        617-559-8803 
 

  

 

 

Dror Leadership High School 
This is a semester study abroad program for 10th and 11th graders which will take place in the lovely 

northern town of Karmiel. The American students will have their own English speaking classes within an 

Israeli high school in order to encourage them to create bonds with Israeli peers and understand life in 

Israel. Along with their academic studies students will learn Hebrew, Jewish History, Israeli Society, and 

take part in a weekly field trip as well as regular volunteering projects. Our aim is to have students 

connect to Israel and develop as Jewish leaders during their time here which they can then bring to their 

home communities. 

If you would like more information, visit our website at www.drorleadership.org.  

 

 

добро пожаловать! 
 

Engaging Metrowest Russian Jewish Families in Jewish Community Life  
 

A grant from the Genesis Fund is enabling us to reach out to Russian Jewish families throughout 

Metrowest. By developing collaborative relationships, we are identifying and connecting with 

members of this large and vibrant community through engaging programming and activities. 

 

As part of this program, JFN is also doing special "Privet Malish" visits -- Welcome Baby! 

visits with gift baskets and resources tailored for Russian Jewish families. 

 

If you are interested in learning more about our programs or "Privet Malish," or if you know 

someone who is, please contact our Russian community connector, Luba Olshan, for more 

information. 

mailto:eparks@hebrewcollege.edu
http://www.prozdor.org/
http://www.drorleadership.org/
mailto:lolshan@jfsmw.org


 

 

 DONATE | PLANT TREES | TRAVEL TO 

ISRAEL  

 

 

The Taglit-Birthright Israel program has expanded eligibility for its free 10-day 
trips to Israel for Jewish young adults ages 18-26. Teenagers who went on an 
educational trip to Israel during high school were previously not eligible for 
Birthright trips, but can now participate! 

Explore Israel on a Taglit-Birthright Israel: Shorashim-JNF Israel Adventure Trip. 
Put your name on our JNF Friends and Family list and we’ll send you more 
information as registration begins. Email us at education@jnf.org.  

With Shorashim and JNF you experience the awesome adventure of Israel from the 
inside, through the eyes and hearts of Israeli peers. Travel for 10 days with Israeli 
friends and staff who share the beauty, excitement and complexities of their 
country with you. 

Shorashim is also the official trip provider for Alexander Muss High School in 
Israel alum! Make sure you go back to Israel with your AMHSI friends! 

Registration for this FREE spring or summer trip opens at 10AM EST on February 
19, 2014. 

This trip is a gift from Taglit-Birthright Israel. For more information or to sign up, 
visit israelwithisraelis.com. 
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www.bjff.org  

View Life Through a Different Lens  

 

Join Us for the 3rd Annual ReelAbilities Disabilities Film Festival   

Jan 30 - Feb 6, 2014 

 

 January 31st, 2014  

 ReelAbilities 2014 Jan. 30 - 
Feb. 6 

 

Imagine  

 

Son of the Stars  

 

 

Help us to promote awareness and 

appreciation of the lives of people 

with disabilities! 

 

 

 

 

 

Imagine  

11:00 am, Sunday, February 2  

Museum of Fine Arts  

Ian, a specialist in spatial orientation, arrives to work at a 

school for the blind in Lisbon. 

  

Blind himself, he teaches his students to move around without 

using their canes, encouraging them to risk the unknown 

through the use of a complex network of sound cues. 

  

Among them is the beautiful Eva, whom he attempts to bring 

out of her shyness and seclusion, leading toward a quiet 

romance. 

  

  

FREE ADMISSION 

 

http://www.bjff.org/
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http://www.benchmarkemail.com/c/l?u=3284A21&e=41DA77&c=58752&t=0&l=3CFB67&email=IPlPoWSoT9T8zHtKXydivE%2BDqOPiDFSchvLMc0HlFys%3D
http://www.benchmarkemail.com/c/l?u=3284A21&e=41DA77&c=58752&t=0&l=3CFB67&email=IPlPoWSoT9T8zHtKXydivE%2BDqOPiDFSchvLMc0HlFys%3D


 

  

  

Son of The Stars 

2:30 pm, Sunday, February 2  

Museum of Fine Arts  

Zheng Zheng, a young mother in search of her husband, 

travels the great distance from northern China to Dong Guan, 

“the land of tens of thousands of factories.”  

  

With her special-needs child Xin Xin in tow, she finds herself 

alone in the enormous city, with nothing but her wits and 

inner strength to guide her. When she fails to find her 

husband, she is forced to take a factory job and hands her son 

over to the care of a community-home.  

  

Zheng Zheng is promoted, moves into an apartment, and finds 

a new love but the relationship is not without strings attached 

and caring for an autistic son proves increasingly challenging. 

Discussion to follow: Dr. Helen McCabe, Hobart and William Smith 
Colleges and The Five Project. 

  

FREE ADMISSION 

   

ReelAbilities is generously supported by The J.E. & 

Z.B. Butler Foundation, the Ruderman Family 

Foundation, the Nancy Lurie Marks Family 

Foundation, Cambridge Trust Company, CBIZ Tofias, 

Combined Jewish Philanthropies, and the 

Massachusetts Cultural Council.  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  


