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Hebrew School Open House 
May 5th, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., Ashland Middle School 

Please spread the word about our wonderful school and community! 

Upcoming Events 

 SHABBAT KIDS  May 3
rd

 @ 6:30 p.m. 

 SHABBAT SERVICE May 3
rd

 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 

 SHABBAT MORNING BAR MITZVAH SERVICE                                               

May 4
th
 @ 9:30 a.m. 

 

 SHABBAT SERVICE May 14
th
 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 

 SHABBAT SERVICE May 31
st
 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 

 SHABBAT MORNING BAR MITZVAH SERVICE                                               

June 1
st
 @ 9:30 a.m. 

All Congregation Services take place at the Ashland 

Community Center, 162 West Union Street (unless 

otherwise noted). 

 

OTHER EVENTS 

 Hebrew School Open House—May 5
th
 @ 10:00 a.m. 

 Knitting/Crocheting Circle—May 5
th
 @ 10:00 a.m. 

 Papa Gino’s Night—May 7
th
 @ 4:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

 Evergreen – May 28
th
 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 Teen Scene Movie Club—June 1
st
 @ 7:00 p.m. 

 Book Group – June 2
nd

  @ 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

In This Issue 

 Rabbi’s Letter 

 President’s Corner 

 Upcoming Services  

 Upcoming B’nei Mitzot 

 Birthday and Anniversary Wishes & Healing 

Prayers 

 Religious School Update 

 Promise Metrowest Volunteer Opportunity 

 Relay for Life—Team Members Needed 

 Comfort and Caring Shawls 

 Monica Weinstein Women’s Book Group 

 Evergreen 

 Knitting/Crocheting Group 

 Teen Scene Movie Club 

 Member Notices 

 Metrowest Jewish Community Events 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=vckg4obab&et=1103847678725&s=1&e=001B5Km9FXsCb9cXpxDqwr7C6c01EtuLPnHHiCf0BEoLwDpzNCbZ8FA6QfjDPtD4g7qbWRRyvTmf44LD6rq9tYn9kDUgXvJLLWMWLL_STZwocWduXNDKcJ3LA==
mailto:info@shaareishalom.org
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1101087844437


Rabbi’s Letter  
by Margie Klein 
 

Like many of you, as I watched the events of last week unfold, I often felt like I was watching a disaster movie.  
A day of community and civic celebration became a scene of chaos and tragedy, killing three innocent people -
- and then tragically a fourth -- and injuring over 170. Then on Friday, Jeremy and I stayed in our homes during 
the Boston “lockdown,” listening to sirens nearby and helicopters overhead.  It was terrifying to feel that the 
streets we assumed were safe might be hiding a killer on the loose. 
  
And yet, as the news cycle calms and the rest of the country goes back to normal, I have to say that I’m 
troubled by the repeated pronouncements that we are now safe.  To be sure, I feel much safer now that the 
perpetrators are off the streets, and I feel deeply grateful to the paramedics, doctors, volunteers, policemen, 
and firemen, who showed inspiring compassion and courage this week. 
 
But, as I learned last night at a gathering of the Greater Boston Interfaith Organization (GBIO), in the mere four 
days after the Marathon bombing, an additional 9 people were lost to gun violence in the city of Boston.  At the 
GBIO gathering, a woman reported that just hours after terrorist suspect Dzokhar Tsarnaev was caught, her 
family heard six bullets shot outside their home in Roxbury.  Her teenage son responded, “When a murderer is 
on the loose downtown or in Watertown, we shut down the city.  When killers are near here, it is just called 
living in Roxbury, and we are supposed to accept it.” 
 
My first reaction to the young man’s cynicism was “Yes, but, this particular murder hurt hundreds…” – but the 
more I thought about it the more I felt there was substance to his complaint.   
 
So, how should we as Jews respond to this young man?  Well, let me share with you a lesson from the book of 
Leviticus, taught me by my teacher, Rabbi Nehemia Polen, which I spoke about this past Friday.  As Rabbi 
Polen understands it, one of the essential lessons of Leviticus is that when we create a breach in our 
relationships, to repair the breach we must go to a deeper place than we normally inhabit.  For instance, if an 
Israelite sins, his offering is sacrificed by the priest on the outer altar, a place where an Israelite does not go.  
When a priest sins, he goes to the inner altar and gestures toward the Holy of Holies, where even normal 
priests do not go.  Thus, healing doesn’t mean going back to where we started, it means going deeper.   
 
Connecting this to our situation, perhaps the best way to move forward from the Marathon bombing would be 
to build on the sense of unity we felt this week, and use that spirit to build a safer world, a world where no kid 
has to accept street violence, whether he lives in Dorchester or Copley Square.  And if we’re feeling faint-
hearted, let’s remind ourselves of the courage of so many ordinary people who ignored their own personal peril 
and heroically jumped into harm’s way to help the injured and fallen. 
 
I personally believe moving forward on reducing violence  means working harder to (i) ban assault weapons – 
weapons, it seems to me, which are way beyond anyone’s legitimate need for self-protection – and (ii) enact 
federal and state laws requiring background checks on all gun sales so as to prevent firearms from being freely 
transferred to unstable individuals.   I also believe we need to strengthen mental health coverage and reduce 
the stigma of mental illness – both because it is right and because we will all be safer if potentially violent 
people are helped long before they cross the threshold to violence.  Whatever you believe is the solution, we 
all owe it to the memory of those lost last week, and to the kids in violent neighborhoods who still live in fear 
every day, to do our best working together to create safer and more compassionate communities.  
 
Warm regards, 
Rabbi Margie 

 
 
 
 
 



President’s Corner 
by Jane Greenstein 
 
Due to some health issues, I am not writing my normal column this month.  Rather, I will just highlight some 
key upcoming events in our community.  I hope you will come out and join us. 
 
The last Papa Gino’s Night of the school year will be this Tuesday, May 7th.  Our Hebrew School will earn 20% 
of all purchases between 4:00 and 9:00 p.m. that are accompanied by the attached flyer 
 

Click Here for Papa Gino's Flyer 
 
We have two wonderful opportunities for members to experience a Shabbat Morning service.  On May 4th, the 
bar mitzvah of Jared Smith will take place at the Ashland Community Center and the Smith family welcomes 
our communities attendance.  On June 1st, the bar mitzvah of Ben Ames will also take place at the Ashland 
Community Center and the Ames family welcomes our communities attendance as well.   
 
Lastly, our Hebrew School will be holding an Open House this Sunday, May 5th from 10:00 a.m. to noon.  We 

invite families to come and 'Try Us Out'!  Visit our classes and meet our teachers and staff.  The mission of the 

school is to teach children about their Jewish heritage, culture, traditions and holidays, as well as how to read 

and write Hebrew and to prepare them for Bar/Bat mitzvah and beyond.  The aim is to make Hebrew School a 

fun learning experience while building a sense of community.  Classes are offered from Pre-K through Grade 

7.  Walk-ins to the Open House are welcome, but if possible we ask that visitors RSVP to  

school@shaareishalom.org so we know whom to expect. Please spread the word about our wonderful school 

and community!   

Please read the entire newsletter to find out all of our events coming up! 
 
 

If you would like to donate a siddur in honor of/in memory of someone or in 
celebration of an event, please contact Jane Greenstein at 
president@shaareishalom.org.  The cost is $36 per Siddur. 

 
 
Upcoming Services 
 

On Friday, May 3rd, we have two Shabbat events.   

 Shabbat Kids! at 6:30 p.m.  Ari Kaufman and Jeff Weinstein will be leading this interactive, musical 
event for young children and their families. This Shabbat event is geared to children ages 3-7 (older 
siblings of course are always also welcome).   

 Traditional Friday night Shabbat service at 7:30 p.m.  Community oneg to follow.  We will be 
acknowledging the bar mitzvah of Jared Smith which will take place the following morning. 

 
On Saturday, May 4th at 9:30 a.m., the Smith family invites all members to attend the bar mitzvah service of 
their son, Jared, at the Ashland Community Center.  This is a wonderful opportunity for adults and children 
alike to experience a Shabbat morning service in our community.  
 
On May 17th at 7:30 p.m., we will have another traditional Friday night service followed by a community 
oneg.  We will be acknowledging the b’nei mitzvot of Cody and Jordan Silverman, which will take place the 
following morning. 
 
On May 31st at 7:30 p.m., we will also have a Friday night service followed by a community oneg.  We will 
be acknowledging the bar mitzvah of Ben Ames, which will take place the following morning. 
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On Saturday, June 1st at 9:30 a.m., the Ames family invites all members to attend the bar mitzvah service of 
their son, Ben, at the Ashland Community Center.  This is another wonderful opportunity for adults and children 
alike to experience a Shabbat morning service in our community.  

 
 
Upcoming B’nei Mitzot 

 
We have many b’nei mitzvot this Spring.  We are so proud of all of our young people and look forward to 
welcoming them as adult members of our religious community! 
 
Jared Smith will be called to Torah as a bar mitzvah on Saturday morning, May 4th.  His parents, Karen and 
Matthew Smith, have this to say about him and this upcoming event: 
 

It is hard to imagine that Jared’s Bar Mitzvah is almost here, but we are so very proud of what 
he has accomplished and what he has done to prepare.  Our journey was interesting as we first 
came to Sha’arei Shalom when he was just in kindergarten but did not continue until Jared 
became a fourth grader.  He had to have special tutoring that year (thank you Phyllis) to learn all 
that he had missed and never once complained about the extra time.  Now he has been inspired 
by the community, the rest of his teachers, his tutor Tikva, the teen group, and of course by 
Rabbi Margie.  He plays tennis and likes to ski and swim.  He loves reading and music and 
plays trumpet and guitar.  At school he continues to impress us with his level of achievement in 
all of his classes.  Jared certainly likes a good debate, movies, video games, fiction, card games 
and spending time with friends.  But most of all he has a very big heart, tries to do the right thing 
and is concerned for others.  His intelligence, wit and willingness to be adventurous serve him 
well and we are thrilled for him at this milestone in his life. In concert with the Jubilee year, 
described in his Torah portion, he has decided to support a charity organization called the 
“Strike Debt Movement” which raises money to help people get out of debt.  

 
Cody and Jordan Silverman will be called to Torah as b’nei mitzvot on Saturday morning, May 18th.  Their 
mother, Stephanie Silverman, has this to say about them and this upcoming event: 
 

I am so proud and happy to share that on May 18, 2013, my sons , Cody and Jordan Silverman 
will become B’Nai Mitzvah .  I want to thank the Sha’ arei Shalom community who have helped 
us reach this special milestone. Cody and Jordan are serious, hard working students in the 
classroom. Cody plays the trombone and  Jordan plays the drums and is on the golf team. They 
both play tennis, baseball, and basketball.  They enjoy  kayaking, exploring caves, zip lining, 
and white water rafting with their family. They are intelligent, competitive, enthusiastic to try new 
things, and have a zest for life.  I am lucky that my boys are best friends and give me DOUBLE 
the love and joy. 

 
Ben Ames will be called to Torah as a bar mitzvah on Saturday morning, June 1st.  His parents, Sharon and Bill 
Ames, have this to say about him and this upcoming event: 

Benny has always made us proud whether it is his school work, his team work on the field or 
being a good friend to others.  We are especially proud of his hard work and dedication in 
becoming a Bar Mitzvah.  His brother and sister had each other as they approached their B'nai 
Mitzvah, in contrast Benny has been very independent in his studies and his responsibility in 
working on and writing his D'var Torah.  At this age, parents get glimpses of the young man 
their son might become and we could not be more pleased with his easy smile, his warm 
laughter and his caring soul.  It is will deep appreciation that we thank the Rabbi, teachers and 
volunteers of the Sha'arei Shalom Hebrew School who have taught and supported our son 
making this day happen.   

Sha’arei Shalom sends a big Mazel Tov to Jared, Cody, Jordan, Ben and their parents on their 
simchas!  



Birthday and Anniversary Wishes 
May 10th -- Zak Weinstein turns 14. 
May 20th -- Ben Weinstein turns 10. 
May 29th -- Roger Appell and Sheila Watnick will be celebrating their 25th anniversary. 
 

 
Healing Prayers 
 
We wish a speedy recovery to Toni Spitzer, who underwent surgery this week.  
 
We send prayers for continuing healing to member Judy Shapiro, who is recovering from a lengthy illness.  
Cards and good wishes can be sent to her at home: 659 Main Street, Ashland MA  01721. 
 
We also send healing prayers to former member and board member, Elissa Naiman, who is continuing to 
undergo treatment for lung cancer.   Those who would like to reach out to her can mail her at 16 Indian Spring 
Road, Ashland 01721 or email her at elissa.naiman@verizon.net.   
 

 
Religious School Update 
by Lisa Clay 
 

Greetings all.  Hope you had a great April vacation!  We are back to work at Hebrew school for our last month 
of school! Hard to believe it is almost the end of this school year.  Lots of important updates to share – so read 
below carefully! 
 
Calendar Items 

 We have added in Tuesday, May 7th as a makeup day as we had a couple of snow days.  This will be 
the last Tuesday of the year.   
 

 We will also have a Papa Gino's fundraiser that night so we can celebrate the end of year.   
Click Here for Papa Gino's Flyer to bring with you so that Sha’arei Shalom can receive 20% of your 
purchase. 

 
 Sunday, May 19th is the last day of this school year.  We will have our end of year celebration and 

graduation for our 7th graders.  There will be class from 10:00 - 11:00 am for all grades K-7.  Then we 
will have our celebration/graduation from 11:00 - Noon in the small cafeteria (Activity Room).  Families 
are invited to join us for this celebration. 

 
Reminder 

 Attendance to class, learner's service and Shabbat services is important.  We still have quite a 
few Shabbat services so think about your requirements and make sure to come with your children. 

 
Registration for next year: 

 We are now registering students for the 2013-14 School year.  Note that registration form and 
deposit are due by June 1st.  Click Here for 2013-14 School Registration Form 

 
Open Houses 

 We are having an open house on May 5th from 10:00 am – noon for interested families.  Please 
spread the word! 

 
School Committee help 

 We are looking for another member or two for our committee.  The school is a vital part of our 
community and we welcome new faces, ideas, etc.  Please contact me if you are interested.   

 
Thanks for all your continued support.  We are looking forward to a strong finish to a great year! 

mailto:elissa.naiman@verizon.net.
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 Promise Metrowest 
Providing dinner at the Federated Church for visiting homeless families—May 5th  

by Robin Maher 
 
As you may know, The Federated Church of Ashland has joined the Family Promise MetroWest and will be a 
host organization again.  Sha’arei Shalom is a support Congregation to the Church, and as such, will assist in 
the efforts to make the visiting families as comfortable as possible during their stay.      
 
The Federated Church will next be hosting for one week beginning May 5, 2013.  Sha’arei Shalom is 
committed to providing the meal for Sunday night, May 5th.  
 
Our commitment is to deliver the meal to the Church around 5 – 5:30 pm and have at least one adult to stay 
and help serve. The adult, and any child 12 and over, who stays, must have completed the training offered by 
MIHN.   A small number of children under the age of 12 are welcome to play with or help entertain the small 
children.   Please consider volunteering.  It is a very rewarding experience.   Please e-mail me or call me if 
you can help in any way.  We need volunteers to provide the main entrée, a couple of side dishes, 
salad, bread, a fruit salad, and dessert.  Please contact Robin to let her know how you can help. 
 
Thank you in advance. 
 
Robin Maher 
Project Chair 
Cell:617-962-8756 
Home: 508-231-0883 
e-mail: brialexi@msn.com 

 
 
Relay for Life—Team Members Needed 

by Rose Spitzer 
 
Sha’arei Shalom is participating in our 9th Relay for Life.  Our team, Sha’arei Shalom Fights Cancer, along with 
50+ other teams raises money throughout the year to be ready for the event each June. For 22 hours, on June 
15-16, 2013 we walk the track of Ashland Middle School, as a community, celebrating the lives of survivors 
and remembering those we have lost to the cruel disease that is cancer. There are different activities 
scheduled throughout the day for people of all ages to enjoy.  

Last year, Sha’arei Shalom Fights Cancer was unable to have a full site at the Relay. We chose to have ‘virtual 
presence’ – we said we would all raise money even though we could not be there together.  As you may 
remember, as the Relay date got closer, I became more and more uneasy about missing The Relay.  The 
weekend before the Relay I realized that it was not just about raising money – but about the ‘feeling’ of being a 
part of a bigger whole.  In years past, we have walked as a 'marker of time' - my Aunt Jamie’s diagnosis, my 
cousin’s diagnosis, the yartzeit of my Mom’s brother, the diagnosis of friends and the celebration of years free 
of cancer.  We immediately decided that it was time to raise money – as much as we could in the 6 days that 
we had left!  I sent a letter to everyone that had supported us in the past, and in 4 days, we raised over $1000!  
It felt so good but not complete.  I knew I had to be at the Relay.  When we arrived at the Relay that night I felt 
like I belonged there, much like I do at Sha’arei Shalom.  With the Mullers and the Handelmans walking with 
me, I decided that night that Sha’arei Shalom Fights Cancer would be back in 2013 with a fully staffed site, an 
evening of community and caring, and as many team members as I could gather!  

Now is the time to join my fight. I cannot do this alone.  Join our team and help raise money for the American 
Cancer Society.  All you NEED to do to join is pledge to raise at least $113 – but I challenge you all to raise 
much more than that!  We will have a fire pit, a BBQ dinner and tents for spending the night – GET INVOLVED!  
As soon as I we have a team built, I will hold a team meeting so we can share fundraising ideas and I can 
share more with you about details of the weekend. 

mailto:brialexi@msn.com


In the past, we have had Mindy Murray as our fearless leader of team, Sha’arei Shalom Fights Cancer.  After 
my feelings last year at the Relay and remembering how truly special and important it is to me (as well as my 
family) I asked Mindy if I could take over the reins and lead our congregation in this life-changing event.  I am 
proud to say that I am this year’s team captain for Relay 2013! Every year when we participate in this 
wonderful community function, I realize how influential we can be and how far a dollar goes when searching to 
find a cure for cancer.  Participating in this wonderful event has brought many of us closer as a congregation, a 
community and as friends. 

Please plan to join us at the Ashland Middle School on June 15-16 – even if you do not join our team.  We will 
need walkers – each team commits to having a member walking the track at all times – we will have a sign-
sheet for time slots closer to the event date.  Please also come and hang at our site – it’s an amazing 
experience and I can’t wait to share it with you! 

To join our team, please sign up at:   Click here to join our team! 

Comfort and Caring Shawls 

by Margot Podtburg 
 
The Helping Hands Committee would like to introduce a new way that we can help one another during times of 
serious illness and challenges.  A Comfort and Caring Shawl can be a thin scarf, a shrug, a wide shawl or a lap 
blanket.  What makes it a comfort and sharing shawl is the intentions of the creator.  Shawls are made with 
love and care by a volunteer within our Sha'arei Shalom community for someone within our community.  They 
represent prayers for the recipient's health, joy and peace as well as hopes for comfort for the recipient.  The 
shawls would be delivered to recipients either by the Rabbi or by someone with Helping Hands accompanied 
by a note explaining the shawl. 
  
If you knit or crochet, you can help by making a shawl.  If you are unable to make a shawl, you can still help by 
providing a gift card so that those of us who can so that we may purchase yarn to create a shawl.  Our hope is 
to have several shawls on hand in case of an immediate need, and then to replenish the shawls as they are 
distributed.  We also have a newly created knitting circle (see below) who can help you learn to knit/crochet 
and can help you make a shawl for someone you know.  If you would like help making a shawl or would like to 
donate a gift card for supplies, please contact Margot Podtburg at mpodtburg@hotmail.com. 
 

Monica Weinstein Women’s Book Group 
by Cindi Muller 
 
Due to the business of May, our beloved book club members will next be meeting on June 2nd at Bodacious 
Bagels at 10am.  Our current book is "The Weird Sisters" by Eleanor Brown. 
 

Evergreen 
by Sheila Watnick 
 
At the April 24th Evergreen meeting at the home of Linda Hecker, ALL members were present to celebrate 
Lucy Tannen's April birthday.  The group shared family news as well as discussions on the Boston Marathon 
bombing and the gun control issue.  The next meeting will be on Tuesday, May 28th, at 7:30 p.m. at the home 
of Irene Ostrow.  Female temple members 60 and over are welcome.  Contact evergreen@shaareishalom.org 

Knitting/Crocheting Circle  

by Margot Podtburg and Cindi Muller 
 

Our next meeting of the Knitting/Crochet Circle will be May 5th at 9am at Bodacious Bagels.  We welcome 
newcomers & experienced crafters from teens to seniors.  Bring your own project or start a new one.  We will 
help you make a scarf or make a beautiful prayer shawl to be given to someone in need.  If you would like 
information please contact Cindi Muller at cindimuller@hotmail.com 
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Teen Scene Movie Club 
By Zak Weinstein and Alyssa Dver 
 
The last meeting of the Teen Scene Movie Club took place on March 16th.  The kids watched “The Truman 
Show” and afterward had a rousing conversation about this thought-provoking and engaging film.  Due to  
scheduling conflicts, the group will not meet in May.  The next meeting will be on Saturday, June 1st from 7-10 
p.m. at the Weinstein's house (30 Chestnut Street, Westborough).  The group is for all Sha'arei Shalom 
members ages 13-16.  Reconnect with your classmates and friends - have fun and maybe even learn some 
cool things.   
 
For more information about the group, contact  Alyssa via text (7742450181) or email 
(alyssadver@verizon.net).   

 

Mahjong Anyone? 

Jenine Pollack is looking to form a mahjong group.  If you know how to play, or are interested in learning, 

please email her at jeninepollack@hotmail.com 

 
****************************************************************************************************************************** 

Babysitting! 

We have two young ladies in the congregation who wanted our membership to know they are available for 

babysitting.  They are Etana Handelman and Lexi Maher.  Here are their introductions: 

Hi, my name is Etana Handelman. I am looking for opportunities to babysit. I have a 
unique background as I am the big sister of four little sisters and a brother. As a result I 
have experience with children of all ages including babies and toddlers. I also 
successfully graduated from the Babysitting training at Ashland Recreation Center which 
included CPR and first aid.  I am free to babysit Tuesdays, Fridays, Sundays, and most 
Saturdays. If you are interested in my babysitting services please call 508-881-7188. 
Thank you, Etana  

 
My name is Lexi Maher. I live on Pennock road and I love children. I am 12 years old 

and have taken the Red Cross babysitting course. I can babysit on weekends and 

various weekday nights. Contact me with any questions at: 

508-231-0883 or 774-279-6647 
leximaher@hotmail.com   

 
****************************************************************************************************************************** 
 
 

American Red Cross Babysitter Training Class 

To provide youth who are planning to babysit with the knowledge and skills necessary to safely and 

responsibly give care for children and infants. This training will help participants to develop leadership 

skills; learn how to develop a babysitting business, keep themselves and others safe and help children 

behave; and learn about basic child care and basic first aid. The recommended age for this course is 

11-15 years old. 

 

Please contact Michelle Levenson for more information (617-529-0429, mllevenson@verizon.net ) 
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Are you an alumnus of CYJ in Amherst, NH (03031)? 

Our newly formed Alumni Association is looking for you.   

Please send a quick e-mail to alumni@campyoungjudaea.com with your name and the years 

you were at CYJ. 

We are looking forward to re-connecting! 

 

 

 

DO YOU LOVE TO SING?  

CHECK OUT SHIR JOY! 

Whether you sing professionally or have only sung in your shower, this is your chance to join with other 

adults who love to sing Jewish music. Shir Joy is a Jewish choir that started up in the fall of 2011. We 

practice on Sunday evenings from 7-9 pm right at Congregation B’nai Shalom in Westborough. In our first 

year we had over 35 members from 14 central MA towns & cities. Rehearsals this coming year will begin 

on October 14 following the High Holidays. Choir participants are not required to be Jewish nor do 

members need to be affiliated with a Jewish organization to join. We hold several concerts over the year 

in the Central MA area. 
Shir Joy will be directed again this coming year by Jonathan Rappaport, an experience choral conductor 

with over forty years of experience. Dues of $75 per year. love of Jewish music, and ability to keep in tune 

with your neighboring singers are required. Although we do make beautiful music together, we also build 

strong community bonds. We welcome new members. If you are interested in participating or want 

additional information, check out our website www.shirjoychorus.com, or email ShirJoyMA@gmail.com. 

Shir Joy is partially funded from a generous grant from Jewish Federation of Central Massachusetts. 

 

 

WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUNG FAMILIES 

PJ LIBRARY IS A JEWISH FAMILY ENGAGEMENT program implemented on a local level throughout North 
America. We mail free, high-quality Jewish children's literature and music to families across the continent 
on a monthly basis.  
 
PJ Library is a program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, made possible through partnerships with 
philanthropists and local Jewish organizations. Today, families in hundreds of communities across the United 
States and Canada are able to explore the timeless core values of Judaism through books and music.  
 
All families raising Jewish children from age six months of age through five, six, seven or eight years 
(depending on the community) are welcome to enroll.  

http://pjlibrary.org/ 
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Save the Date!! 
 

JFS-Healthy Aging 
 invites you to enjoy a healthy lunch* and learn about 

  

 "The Framingham Heart Study:  

Lessons for a New Century” 
     

Thursday, May 2nd 

12:00 to 1:30 

Temple Beth Am 

300 Pleasant Street in Framingham 
   

Presented by Dr. William Castelli,  

former Director of the Framingham Heart Study 

 

*$3 Kosher lunch 

Pre-registration required: 
Call JFS at 508-875-3100 X330 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



  
 

Join our Mazel Tots Programs  

 
    

 

MetroWest Jewish Day School 

300 Pleasant Street 

Framingham, Massachusetts 01701 

508-620-5554 

  



 

 

 
Brotherhood Event 

What’s It Worth? 
with Stuart Slavid 

Vice President and Director of European Furniture, Decorative Arts, Fine Ceramics and Silver, Skinner Inc.  
and frequent expert appearing on PBS’s Antiques Roadshow 

Sunday, May 19, 2013 at 5:45 PM 
Temple Beth Am – Framingham, MA 

 
This special evening will include a full course dinner prepared by the Brotherhood in the tradition of our 

fabulous breakfasts. 
 

Have you ever wondered what that tchotchke sitting in your basement is worth? Or what about that family 
heirloom passed down from generation to generation? Here is your chance to finally get the answer! 

Stuart Slavid will appraise your treasures and tell you their real value.  
A total of only 30 items will be appraised. 

 
Admission to this event is $15 per Guest, $10 for Brotherhood Members & Senior Citizens 

Payment must be submitted with reservation. 
 

If you wish to have an item appraised, please submit a description of the item and a separate check for the $10 
appraisal fee along with your reservation and admission payment. 

Suggested items to submit for appraisal include porcelain, pottery, toys, dolls, silver, paintings, furniture and 
rugs. 

Please do not bring coins, stamps, jewelry or musical instruments. 
Please reserve your seat for this special event as soon as possible. 

 
Mail your check to: 
TBA Brotherhood 

300 Pleasant Street 
Framingham, MA 01701 

 

Reservations must be received by Friday, May 17 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mayyim Hayyim Living Waters 

Hands in the Water 

A morning of artistic exploration for children and parents 

Hands in the Water 

Creative Expression and Storytelling for Families with Young Children, Ages 3-7 

Sunday, May 19, 2013, 10:15am - 11:45am 

Join us for a fun-filled morning centered around water -- seeing, touching and creating art inspired by it -- featuring 

the Drawing Lab of Deb Putnoi and local storyteller Cindy Rivka Marshall. This parent-child event is appropriate for 

children ages 3-7.  http://www.mayyimhayyim.org/Events-Classes/Hands-in-the-Water for more information. 

 

 

Immersing and Emerging 

An open conversation about the practice of monthly immersion (niddah) in a safe and 

supportive environment 

 

Immersing and Emerging 

Open Conversations about Monthly Immersion, Inspired by the Art of Alison Judd 

Tuesday, May 7, 2013, 7:00pm - 8:30pm 

Join artist Alison Judd and Mayyim Hayyim for an evening of open, non-judgmental conversation, discussion and 

learning. This event is designed for women who practice niddah or who are curious about the observance and want to 

come together in a safe, supportive environment to discuss benefits, challenges, approaches and feelings about 

monthly immersion. The discussion will be facilitated by Lila Kagedan. 

Tours of Mayyim Hayyim will be offered from 6:45 - 7:00pm. 

This event is free and open to the public. Your advance registration will help us plan for the event. 

http://www.mayyimhayyim.org/Events-Classes/Immersing-and-Emerging for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mayyimhayyim.org/Gallery/Current-Exhibit
http://www.cindymarshall.com/
http://www.mayyimhayyim.org/Events-Classes/Hands-in-the-Water
http://www.mayyimhayyim.org/Events-Classes/Immersing-and-Emerging


 

 
добро пожаловать! 

 

Engaging Metrowest Russian Jewish Families in Jewish 
Community Life  

 

A grant from the Genesis Fund is enabling us to reach out to Russian Jewish families 

throughout Metrowest. By developing collaborative relationships, we are identifying and 

connecting with members of this large and vibrant community through engaging 

programming and activities. 

 

As part of this program, JFN is also doing special "Privet Malish" visits -- Welcome 

Baby! visits with gift baskets and resources tailored for Russian Jewish families. 

 

If you are interested in learning more about our programs or "Privet Malish," or if you 

know someone who is, please contact our Russian community connector, Luba Olshan, 

for more information. 

 

mailto:lolshan@jfsmw.org

