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Membership renewal forms and dues should have been sent in by January 31st. 

If you have not already done so, please contact Mindy Murray at 
treasurer@shaareishalom.org to discuss a plan. 

If I don't hear from you, I will need to call you this week, so I appreciate if you 
would be so kind! Thank you! 

Click here for the Membership/Dues Form 

Upcoming Events 
 SHABBAT LIVE!  March 1st @ 7:30 p.m. 

 
 PURIM CELEBRATION & CARNIVAL  

    March 3rd @ 10:00 a.m. 
(Ashland Middle School) 

 
 SHABBAT KIDS  March 15th @ 6:30 p.m. 
 TORAH STUDY  March 15th @ 6:30 p.m. 
 SHARE AND LEARN OVER DESSERTS  

    March 15th @ 7:30 p.m. 
 
All Congregation Services take place at the Ashland 
Community Center, 162 West Union Street (unless 
otherwise noted). 
 
OTHER EVENTS 

 Book Group – March 17th  @ 10:00 a.m. 

 Evergreen – March 20th @ 7:30 p.m. 

 Knitting/Crocheting Circle—March 31st @ 10:00 a.m. 
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Rabbi’s  Letter  
by Margie Klein 
 
In  the  Mood  for  Love…Of God  
 
Dear friends, 
 
I write this newsletter article on Valentines Day, so I have the topic of love on the brain. 
 
In Judaism, the greatest love story every told is not between two people, but between the Jewish people and 
God.  Every Friday night, we celebrate  the  wedding  of  human  and  divine  by  singing  “Lecha Dodi Likrat Kalah, 
Come,  my  Beloved!  Meet  the  Bride!” 
 
In the Song of Songs, the Bible imagines in luscious detail a romantic dialogue between humanity and God.   
 

I sleep, by my heart is awake  A sound.    It  is  the  voice  of  the  beloved  knocking.    [He  says,]  “Open  to  
me, my sister, my darling, my dove, my perfect one, for my head is drenched with dew, my hair with 
droplets  of  the  night.”  (Song  of  Songs,  ____,___) 

 
To those unfamiliar with the common Jewish metaphor of God as our romantic partner, it can sound shocking.  
Isn’t  it  illicit  to  connect  God  to  the  sinfulness  of  sexuality?    Well,  actually,  unlike  in  some  religions,  Judaism  is  
grounded in the connection between the physical and the spiritual.  Jewish tradition views sex not only as 
kosher, but encouraged and even holy.   
 
With this positive and holy view of sexuality, it becomes less surprising that Jews imagined romantic 
relationships with God.  So, in this season of love, perhaps we can learn some new ways of relating to God 
through our own love relationships, and/or new ways of relating to our partners as we explore images of God 
as our beloved. 
 
Learning from Our Human Relationships 
 
Most of us grow up imagining God as an all-powerful parent, perhaps idealized versions of our mothers and 
fathers before we got old enough to realize that they are only human.  In seeing God as a parent, we are able 
to pray to God to help us and save us from our pain, to fix the problems that we cannot fix ourselves.   
So why would we want another image of the divine?  What might it mean for our relationship with God to see 
God as our beloved?   
 
First, seeing God as beloved opens the possibility of relating to God as a partner.  Jewish texts are rife with the 
notion  that  we  are  God’s  partners  in  creation.    In  this  view,  God  started  the  world,  but  it  is  our  job  to  complete  
God’s  vision.    One  midrash  (rabbinic  legend)  teaches  that  God  created  the  world  to  make  a  home  for  Godself  
in  “the  lower  realms,”  i.e.  on  earth, rather than in heaven.  Drawing on this image, the mystics teach that when 
we  do  mitzvot  and  fulfill  one  of  God’s  commandments,  we  create  more  space  for  God  in  the  world. 
 
Second, relating to God as our beloved also can mean experiencing deeper closeness to God.  Where many 
think of the Jewish God as remote, imagining God as our beloved helps bring God nearer when we need 
someone  to  be  present  with  us  through  our  struggles  and  love  us  unconditionally,  even  if  God  doesn’t  fix  all  of  
our problems for us. 
 
Learning for our Human Relationships 
 
What  can  we  learn  in  our  human  relationships  from  our  understandings  of  the  Jewish  people’s  relationship  with  
God?  
 
First, the human divine relationship in the Bible is no fairy tale, where soul mates meet and live happily ever 
after.  There is initial care and passion, but the deeper love comes through shared experience and struggle.  
As the Israelites mature, they come to love God not as they pictured God in the moment of Exodus, as a 



strapping warrior and savior.  Instead, they love God for staying with them through the trials of wandering in the 
wilderness, the painful exiles.   
 
Second, when God forgives the people for straying to worship other Gods, God repeatedly refers to it as 
forgiving the people for adultery. 
 
Yet, if I am honest, I can only take this metaphor so far.  The metaphor of divine-human romance in the Bible is 
based on a non-egalitarian relationship, where the man sets the rules and punishes the woman for violating 
them.  As we create loving AND egalitarian human relationships, I hope we can take with us the Biblical values 
of  loyalty,  forgiveness,  partnership,  and  love  shown  in  God’s  relationship  with  the  Jewish  people,  and  leave  
behind the imbalance of power. 
 
However you imagine God, as a person, a force, a myth, or something else, I hope that engaging with our 
tradition and exploring what our ancestors believed can expand our perspectives and possibilities today. 
 
Warm regards, 
Rabbi Margie 
 
 
President’s  Corner 
by Jane Greenstein 
 
As I think about upcoming events at Sha’arei Shalom, I have in my minds-eye a picture of racecars revving 
their engines waiting for the opening flag to start the race.  Winter is always a bit quiet, but now March is here 
and it initiates for us a busy season of activity.  The weather may still indicate Winter, but the events on the 
calendar signal Spring—Purim has arrived and Passover is right around the corner.  The big wave of b’nei 
mitzvot that we have long anticipated for the Spring is just about here as well.  It is that time of year again 
when we organize our team for the Relay for Life in June.  And already we are beginning to schedule Religious 
School Open Houses in anticipation of school enrollment for next year. We hope that as the weather calms and 
warms and we all begin to emerge from our homes, that you will find your way to connecting with our 
community. 
 
Thank you to our members who have already responded to our membership survey.  As I wrote last month, we 
are conducting this survey in our ongoing efforts to design a congregation with meaningful, relevant, and 
accessible offerings for our modern, diverse Jewish community.  We are asking all adult members of Sha’arei 
Shalom to respond.  It should only take about 10-15 minutes of your time.  If you have not already responded, 
please click here to open the survey:   
 

Sha'arei Shalom Member Survey 
 
The survey will only be open until next Friday, March 8th.  So please carve out a bit of time over the next week 
to complete it.  Thank you so much for your participation! 
 
Lastly, please note that Sha’arei  Shalom  is now on Facebook!  Please “like”  us  there  and  help  spread  the  news  
about our wonderful, warm community.  Click here to go to our Facebook page 
 
 
 

If you would like to donate a siddur in honor of/in memory of someone or in 
celebration of an event, please contact Jane Greenstein at 
president@shaareishalom.org.  The cost is $36 per Siddur. 

 
 
 

http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=9d8ebd44-e7f0-4043-bde3-0b5b3fd99cb3
https://www.facebook.com/#!/ShaareiShalom
mailto:janegreenstein@comcast.net


Upcoming Services and Holiday Celebrations 
 

Join us this Friday, March 1st at 7:30 p.m. for our popular Shabbat Live! service.  Shabbat Live! is a 
musical and interactive service featuring our own Shabbat Live Band.   Come experience our lively twist on a 
traditional Shabbat service.  Filled with festive music and song, this is a service you don't want to miss!  As 
always, an Oneg Shabbat will follow the service.   
 
Mark your calendar!  On Sunday March 3rd from 10:00 a.m. – noon,  Sha’arei  Shalom  will  have  our annual 
Purim celebration from 10:00 a.m. to noon.  Children and adults alike will enjoy our lively, interactive 
megillah  “reading”  and  ever-popular carnival.  While the event takes place during Religious School, it is open to 
one and all. 
 
On March 15th we have three special events.  These two events start at 6:30 pm: 

 Shabbat Kids! Members and Religious School teachers Ari Kaufman and Lucy Tannen will be leading 
this interactive, musical event for young children and their families. This Shabbat event is geared to 
children ages 3-7 (older siblings of course are always also welcome).   

 Torah study session with Rabbi Margie.  This participatory discussion is for teens and adults.   
Both events will be followed by a Share and Learn over Desserts at 7:30 p.m.  Rabbi Margie will lead us in 
an evening of discussion around the theme of Passover, all while enjoying some last chamatz before Passover 
begins.  Please join us for this informal evening and bring a dessert to share.    
 

Passover begins the evening of Monday, March 25th. 
Wishing you and yours a Chag Sameach (Happy Holiday)! 

 
Birthday Wishes 
 
Sheila Watnick celebrates her 65th birthday on March 28th  

 
Healing Prayers 
We send prayers for continuing healing to member Judy Shapiro, who is recovering from a lengthy illness.  
Cards and good wishes can be sent to her at home: 659 Main Street, Ashland MA  01721. 
 
We also send healing prayers to former member and board member, Elissa Naiman, who is continuing to 
undergo treatment for lung cancer.   Those who would like to reach out to her at this difficult time can mail her 
at 16 Indian Spring Road, Ashland 01721 or email her at elissa.naiman@verizon.net.   
 
Religious School Update 
by Lisa Clay 
 
March is a busy month in Hebrew School.  We are just back and refreshed from February vacation.  We start 
the month with our Purim carnival, Sunday, March 3rd, that will include a fun megillah reading, fun costumes, 
games and crafts, as well as hamantaschen.  Then only a couple of weeks later it is Passover.  Our model 
seder will take place during Hebrew School for grades K-7 on March 24th.  Parents are not required but always 
welcome.   

Some important dates and reminders: 

1. March 17: B'nei Mitzvah preparation meeting for 5th and 6th grades families from 9:00-10:00 am at Ashland 
Middle School (the kids have learner’s service this day). 

2. March 31 - This is Easter and we do NOT have Hebrew School even though it is on the calendar. 

mailto:elissa.naiman@verizon.net.


3. Keep in mind that your children have a Friday night service attendance requirement.  Make sure you come! 
 In March, we have Shabbat Live on March 1 and Passover Dessert Shabbat Circle on March 15.  The 7th 
graders will be participating in the Passover discussion - so 7th graders families make sure you are there! 

4. Learners service is required for grades 3-7.  Please be on time. 

 
Relay for Life—Team Members Needed 
by Rose Spitzer 
 
Sha’arei  Shalom is participating in our 9th Relay for Life.  Our team,  Sha’arei  Shalom  Fights  Cancer,  along  with  
50+ other teams raises money throughout the year to be ready for the event each June. For 22 hours, on June 
15-16, 2013 we walk the track of Ashland Middle School, as a community, celebrating the lives of survivors 
and remembering those we have lost to the cruel disease that is cancer. There are different activities 
scheduled throughout the day for people of all ages to enjoy.  

Last  year,  Sha’arei  Shalom  Fights Cancer was unable to have a full site at the Relay. We  chose  to  have  ‘virtual  
presence’  – we said we would all raise money even though we could not be there together.  As you may 
remember, as the Relay date got closer, I became more and more uneasy about missing The Relay.  The 
weekend before the Relay I realized that it was not just about raising money – but  about  the  ‘feeling’  of  being a 
part of a bigger whole.  In years past, we have walked as a 'marker of time' - my  Aunt  Jamie’s  diagnosis,  my  
cousin’s diagnosis, the  yartzeit  of  my  Mom’s  brother,  the diagnosis of friends and the celebration of years free 
of cancer.  We immediately decided that it was time to raise money – as much as we could in the 6 days that 
we had left!  I sent a letter to everyone that had supported us in the past, and in 4 days, we raised over $1000!  
It felt so good but not complete.  I knew I had to be at the Relay.  When we arrived at the Relay that night I felt 
like  I  belonged  there,  much  like  I  do  at  Sha’arei  Shalom.  With the Mullers and the Handelmans walking with 
me,  I  decided  that  night  that  Sha’arei  Shalom  Fights  Cancer  would  be  back  in  2013  with  a  fully staffed site, an 
evening of community and caring, and as many team members as I could gather!  

Now is the time to join my fight. I cannot do this alone.  Join our team and help raise money for the American 
Cancer Society.  All you NEED to do to join is pledge to raise at least $113 – but I challenge you all to raise 
much more than that!  We will have a fire pit, a BBQ dinner and tents for spending the night – GET INVOLVED!  
As soon as I we have a team built, I will hold a team meeting so we can share fundraising ideas and I can 
share more with you about details of the weekend. 

In  the  past,  we  have  had  Mindy  Murray  as  our  fearless  leader  of  team,  Sha’arei  Shalom  Fights  Cancer.    After  
my feelings last year at the Relay and remembering how truly special and important it is to me (as well as my 
family) I asked Mindy if I could take over the reigns and lead our congregation in this life-changing event.  I am 
proud  to  say  that  I  am  this  year’s  team  captain  for  Relay  2013!  Every year when we participate in this 
wonderful community function, I realize how influential we can be and how far a dollar goes when searching to 
find a cure for cancer.  Participating in this wonderful event has brought many of us closer as a congregation, a 
community and as friends. 

Please plan to join us at the Ashland Middle School on June 15-16 – even if you do not join our team.  We will 
need walkers – each team commits to having a member walking the track at all times – we will have a sign-
sheet for time slots closer to the event date.  Please also come and hang at our site – it’s an amazing 
experience  and  I  can’t  wait  to  share  it  with  you! 

To join our team, please sign up at:   Click here to join our team! 

 
Comfort and Caring Shawls 
by Margot Podtburg 
 
The Helping Hands Committee would like to introduce a new way that we can help one another during times of 

http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY13NE?team_id=1350219&pg=team&fr_id=52055&__utma=54177207.1992085283.1360432205.1361740221.1361742715.16&__utmb=54177207.7.9.1361742741342&__utmc=54177207&__utmx=-&__utmz=54177207.1360432205.1.1.utmcsr=(direct)%257Cutmccn=(direct)%257Cutmcmd=(none)&__utmv=54177207.%257C3=registration%20status=registered=1&__utmk=106033671


serious illness and challenges.  A Comfort and Caring Shawl can be a thin scarf, a shrug, a wide shawl or a lap 
blanket.  What makes it a comfort and sharing shawl is the intentions of the creator.  Shawls are made with 
love and care by a volunteer within our Sha'arei Shalom community for someone within our community.  They 
represent prayers for the recipient's health, joy and peace as well as hopes for comfort for the recipient.  The 
shawls would be delivered to recipients either by the Rabbi or by someone with Helping Hands accompanied 
by a note explaining the shawl. 
  
If you knit or crochet, you can help by making a shawl.  If you are unable to make a shawl, you can still help by 
providing a gift card so that those of us who can so that we may purchase yarn to create a shawl.  Our hope is 
to have several shawls on hand in case of an immediate need, and then to replenish the shawls as they are 
disrtibuted.  We also have a newly created knitting circle (see below) who can help you learn to knit/crochet 
and can help you make a shawl for someone you know.  If you would like help making a shawl or would like to 
donate a gift card for supplies, please contact Margot Podtburg at mpodtburg@hotmail.com. 
 
 
Monica  Weinstein  Women’s  Book  Group 
by Cindi Muller 
 
Hi All!  The Book Club met last on February 3rd where we had a “half-ways” conversation regarding our book 
choice of "The Art of Hearing Heartbeats" by Jan-Philipp Sendker.  I say “half-ways” as some of us 
had finished the book, others were half-way through, and still a few others hadn't had time yet to read it.  It was 
a very considerate conversation that allowed all of us to participate at our own level without giving anything 
away to those who hadn't finished it yet.  Please keep that in mind if you are considering joining us in the 
future.  We are happy to have you even if you hadn't finished the book yet.  Our next meeting is March 17th at 
10am at the Bodacious Bagel.  We will be discussing our latest book "The Painted Drum" by Louise Erdrich. 
 
 
Evergreen 
by Sheila Watnick 
 
At the February 21 meeting at the home of Barbara Kleinberg, members welcomed back co-founder Elissa 
Naiman with open arms! Her lung cancer treatment has been going extremely well, and she looks terrific. We 
also welcomed Irene Ostrow who returned after several months. Members shared news of an upcoming 
second grandchild, the loss of a job at the end of June, and the availability of a wonderful career center in 
Framingham. 
  
The next meeting will be on Wednesday, March 20th, at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Lucy Tannen.  Female 
temple members 60 and over are welcome. Contact evergreen@shaareishalom.org. 
 
Knitting/Crocheting Circle  
by Margot Podtburg and Cindi Muller 
 
We bravely met on February 17th, pushing our way through the morning snowstorm to share our current 
projects and enjoy breakfast together.  Margot showed off an amazing baby blanket that she is working on.  
Junior knitter, Talia, joined us for the first time and proudly put the finishing touches on her first ever scarf.  
Cindi continues to push on with a great project that Margot came up with. 
 
We plan to meet next on Sunday, March 31st at Bodacious Bagels at 10 a.m.  (though the date may now be 
changed).  We are open to experts, beginners and everyone in between.  We welcome all ages from our 
seniors to our teens.  We will happily help you start on your first scarf or if you are more experienced then you 
can help Margot by working on a Prayer shawl.  If you would like to join us, please contact Cindi Muller @ 
cindimuller@hotmail.com so we can let you know if the date will be changing. 
 
 

mailto:mpodtburg@hotmail.com
mailto:evergreen@shaareishalom.org
mailto:cindimuller@hotmail.com


 
Mahjong Anyone? 
Jenine Pollack is looking to form a mahjong group.  If you know how to play, or are interested in learning, 
please email her at jeninepollack@hotmail.com 
 
****************************************************************************************************************************** 

Babysitting! 
We have two young ladies in the congregation who wanted our membership to know they are available for 
babysitting.  They are Etana Handelman and Lexi Maher.  Here are their introductions: 

Hi, my name is Etana Handelman. I am looking for opportunities to babysit. I have a 
unique background as I am the big sister of four little sisters and a brother. As a result I 
have experience with children of all ages including babies and toddlers. I also 
successfully graduated from the Babysitting training at Ashland Recreation Center which 
included CPR and first aid.  I am free to babysit Tuesdays, Fridays, Sundays, and most 
Saturdays. If you are interested in my babysitting services please call 508-881-7188. 
Thank you, Etana  

 
My name is Lexi Maher. I live on Pennock road and I love children. I am 12 years old 
and have taken the Red Cross babysitting course. I can babysit on weekends and 
various weekday nights. Contact me with any questions at: 

508-231-0883 or 774-279-6647 
leximaher@hotmail.com   

****************************************************************************************************************************** 
American Red Cross Babysitter Training Class 

To provide youth who are planning to babysit with the knowledge and skills necessary to safely and 
responsibly give care for children and infants. This training will help participants to develop leadership 
skills; learn how to develop a babysitting business, keep themselves and others safe and help children 
behave; and learn about basic child care and basic first aid. The recommended age for this course is 

11-15 years old. 
 

Please contact Michelle Levenson for more information (617-529-0429, mllevenson@verizon.net ) 

 
 
 

Hand Made invitations for all occasions  
 

including: 
Bar/Bat mitzvah with Hebrew names 

Wedding 
Bridal shower 
Baby naming 

 
10% of all proceeds go to the  Sha’arei Shalom Hebrew school 

 
Call Nina to set an appointment 508-561-0609 

 

mailto:jeninepollack@hotmail.com
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DO YOU LOVE TO SING?  
CHECK OUT SHIR JOY! 

Whether you sing professionally or have only sung in your shower, this is your chance to join with other 
adults who love to sing Jewish music. Shir Joy is a Jewish choir that started up in the fall of 2011. We 
practice on Sunday evenings from 7-9  pm  right  at  Congregation  B’nai  Shalom  in  Westborough.  In  our  first  
year we had over 35 members from 14 central MA towns & cities. Rehearsals this coming year will begin 
on October 14 following the High Holidays. Choir participants are not required to be Jewish nor do 
members need to be affiliated with a Jewish organization to join. We hold several concerts over the year 
in the Central MA area. 
Shir Joy will be directed again this coming year by Jonathan Rappaport, an experience choral conductor 
with over forty years of experience. Dues of $75 per year. love of Jewish music, and ability to keep in tune 
with your neighboring singers are required. Although we do make beautiful music together, we also build 
strong community bonds. We welcome new members. If you are interested in participating or want 
additional information, check out our website www.shirjoychorus.com, or email ShirJoyMA@gmail.com. 
Shir Joy is partially funded from a generous grant from Jewish Federation of Central Massachusetts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PJ Library® Storywalk Passover Celebration 

For families with children 2-6 yrs 

 
Sunday, March 10 (10–11:30am) 

Natick Community/Senior Center 

117 East Central Street, Natick 
 

Passover tells the story of liberation from slavery and having strength to overcome hardship. Step into the story with a Passover-
themed PJ Library Storywalk as you walk through history and learn how Jews fled from Egypt and why we retell the story every year. 

The morning will be filled with songs, crafts, and Passover treats. 

Cost: $15/family 

Walk-ins: additional $5/family 
 

Register at www.bostonjcc.org/metrowestpassover 

For more information, contact metrowest@jccgb.org or 508-879-3300 

  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.shirjoyma/
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JFS Healthy Aging 
Invites you for lunch* and learn: 

 
Wednesday, March 13th  

12:00 to 1:30 
Temple Shir Tikva 

141 Boston Post Rd, Wayland 
 
 
 

Wednesday, March 13th  
12:00 to 1:30 

Temple Shir Tikva 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Kosher lunch is $3 in advance by March 6th or $5 at the door 
 

https://jfsofmetrowest.wufoo.com/forms/healthy-lunch-and-learn/ 
or call JFS at 508-875-3100 x330 

JFS:  Your connection to health and community 
Friday morning Walking Club 

Tuesday morning Qi Gong 
Patient Navigator Program 
Caregiver’s  Support  Group 

Coming in May:  Lunch and Learn with Bill Castelli, MD former Director 
The Framingham Heart Study 

 

 
Alzheimer’s,  Memory  Loss  and  Dementia 

 
What you need to know 

What you can to do 
Why we should be hopeful 

 
Dr. Robert Stern, PhD, Director, 

 Clinical Core - BU Alzheimer’s  Disease Center   
 
 
 

 

https://jfsofmetrowest.wufoo.com/forms/healthy-lunch-and-learn/


 

               
 

 

Are you an alumnus of CYJ in Amherst, NH (03031)? 
Our newly formed Alumni Association is looking for you.   

Please send a quick e-mail to alumni@campyoungjudaea.com with your name and the years 
you were at CYJ. 

We are looking forward to re-connecting! 
 

https://careermoves.wufoo.com/forms/a-partnership-approach-to-workfamily-management/
mailto:alumni@campyoungjudaea.com


 
 

WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUNG FAMILIES 

PJ LIBRARY IS A JEWISH FAMILY ENGAGEMENT program implemented on a local level throughout 
North America. We mail free, high-quality Jewish children's literature and music to families across 
the continent on a monthly basis.  
 
PJ Library is a program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, made possible through partnerships 
with philanthropists and local Jewish organizations. Today, families in hundreds of communities 
across the United States and Canada are able to explore the timeless core values of Judaism through 
books and music.  
 
All families raising Jewish children from age six months of age through five, six, seven or eight years 
(depending on the community) are welcome to enroll.  

http://pjlibrary.org/ 
 

 

 

 
добро  пожаловать! 

 
Engaging Metrowest Russian Jewish Families in Jewish 

Community Life  
 

A grant from the Genesis Fund is enabling us to reach out to Russian Jewish families 
throughout Metrowest. By developing collaborative relationships, we are identifying and 

connecting with members of this large and vibrant community through engaging 
programming and activities. 

 
As part of this program, JFN is also doing special "Privet Malish" visits -- Welcome 

Baby! visits with gift baskets and resources tailored for Russian Jewish families. 
 

If you are interested in learning more about our programs or "Privet Malish," or if you 
know someone who is, please contact our Russian community connector, Luba Olshan, 

for more information. 
 

 

http://pjlibrary.org/Books-and-Music.aspx
http://www.hgf.org/
http://pjlibrary.org/Parents-and-Families/Enrollment.aspx
http://pjlibrary.org/
mailto:lolshan@jfsmw.org

