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It’s not too late to enroll for the 2015-16 Religious School year. 
Click here for 2015-2016 Religious School Registration Form 

Please contact Lisa Clay at lcc1129@yahoo.com for more information 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events  

 SHABBAT SERVICE/SIMCHAT TORAH 

CELEBRATION/3
rd

 GRADE SIDDUR 

CONSECRATION  Oct. 2
nd

 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 

 SUKKOT CELEBRATION 

Ashland Middle School Oct. 4
th
 @ 11:00 a.m 

 

 SHABBAT SERVICE Oct. 16
th
 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE SHABBAT KIDS 

PREVIOUSLY PLANNED FOR OCT. 16
TH

 HAS 

BEEN POSTPONED 

 

All Congregation Services take place at the Ashland 

Community Center, 162 West Union Street (unless 

otherwise noted). 

 

 Book Group – October 18
th
 @ 10:00 a.m. 

 Evergreen – October 28
th
 @ 7:30 p.m. 
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Rabbi’s Letter  
by Margie Klein 

 
Dear Friends, 

This year, as I will not be with you in person over the Jewish holiday of Sukkot, I wanted to share a Sukkot 
story for you to enjoy and share with your families.  I thank my teacher Rabbi Nehemia Polen for sharing this 
tale, and my colleague Rabbi Josh Breindel for his retelling. 

*    *   * 

A few centuries back in the Old Country, every year, the Rabbi saves up all year to buy a beautiful Etrog and a 
lovely Sukkah.  He spares no expense, because he wants to teach his community what Sukkot should be like.  
Unfortunately, over time, the Rabbi begins to feel that it is his right as the Rabbi to have the fanciest Etrog and 
the nicest Sukkah.  When he thinks about Sukkot, his main joy becomes knowing that no one has better. 

One year, on the first day of Sukkot, the Rabbi’s eight-year-old daughter Rivkah comes home from school.   

“Papa,” she says, “My teacher at school has the most gorgeous Etrog I have ever seen!  And his Sukkah is the 
best Sukkah ever! 

The Rabbi is bemused.  “I’m sure it is very nice, little Rivkah,” he says dismissively.  Secretly, he thinks to 
himself, “That’s impossible!  The teachers at my daughter’s school are poor.  There is no way this guy could 
have a nicer Etrog than mine!” 

Rivkah insists, “Papa!  I’m serious.  You have to see it to believe it!” 

So the Rabbi goes to invite the poor teacher to see what a really impressive Sukkah looks like.  The teacher 
eagerly accepts, and says he is honored to be invited to the Rabbi’s home. 

That evening, the teacher arrives.  The Rabbi has spared no expense.  The food is delicious.  The Sukkah is 
big, and the refreshing scent of the Etrog spreads all around the table. 

“Sooo,” says the Rabbi.  “What do you think of my Sukkah?” 

“Well…” answers the teacher uncomfortably.  “It’s very…pleasant.” 

“Pleasant?!” says the Rabbi.  “That’s all you have to say?  Well, thank you, I suppose.  I’d like to see your 
Sukkah.” 

“Of course,” says the teacher, considerately.  “I would be honored if you would be my guest for dinner 
tomorrow night.”  

So the next night, the Rabbi, little Rivkah, and the rest of the family head to the teacher’s humble home at the 
edge of the forest.  The house is run down and badly needs a paint job, but even from a block away, they can 
smell the glorious scent of the Etrog as they approach.  When they head around the house, they see the 
biggest and most beautiful Sukkah they have ever seen.  The schach branches are so green they seem alive, 
and hanging from the top are flowers and fruit and colorful artwork.  And the smell of the dinner….Wow! 

While Rivkah and the rest of the family are having a wonderful time, the Rabbi is consumed with jealousy.  
Shouldn’t he have the best Sukkah?  The most fragrant Etrog?  The Rabbi gets so frustrated he begins 
chewing on his beard, and says to himself, “Would it be too much to ask for a single fly to come, so everything 
at the teacher’s house wouldn’t be so perfect?” 

The moment the Rabbi makes this wish, a distant rumble is heard that starts growing louder and louder.  Soon, 
a giant fly the size of a cantaloupe zooms into the Sukkah!  The guests dive for cover.  The Rabbi sits petrified 
in his chair.  The giant fly circles his head three times, knocks off the rabbi’s fancy hat, and then makes off for 
the horizon. 



The Rabbi is in shock.  “What in heaven was that?!” 

The teacher answers calmly, “Well, I saw that you were unhappy, and so when you wished for a fly, I prayed 
for one to come.  I do hope it has made you feel better.” 

The Rabbi begins to suspect that something is up.  This teacher has the most beautiful Sukkah and the most 
fragrant Etrog, knows what the Rabbi is thinking, and his prayers were immediately answered.   

He begins to feel humbled, and says to the teacher, “I thought I was going to teach you something about 
Sukkot.  But you have taught me -- Now I remember that the Lulav, the Etrog, the Sukkah - all are for rejoicing 
before God, not for showing off.  I thank my daughter Rivkah for helping me find you and learn this lesson.  
Please, may I sit in your class tomorrow as a student?” 

The teacher smiles gently, and says the Rabbi is always welcome. 

The next day, the Rabbi goes to class, but the teacher isn’t there.  The Rabbi waits a whole hour, and the 
teacher never shows. 

As the time for class ends, the truth dawns on the Rabbi.  The teacher was none other than Elijah the Prophet, 
who travels through the world, teaching and giving gifts wherever he goes.  And, in fact, the teacher didn’t 
leave without saying goodbye.  On the desk, glowing in the sunlight, is the exquisite Etrog. 

The Rabbi goes to the front of the room and lifts up the Etrog.  The Rabbi, a great scholar who is used only to 
teaching at university-level classes, feels blessed to be standing before this class of eight-year-old girls.  He 
smiles at the students.  “This, my dear friends, is an Etrog.  It is one of the most important parts of Sukkot.  
Isn’t is gorgeous?  Doesn’t it smell wonderful?  Let it lift our hearts, so we all may rejoice together!” 

*    *    * 

As the Rabbi learns in the story, Sukkot is about delighting in the experience of rejoicing before God.  We eat 
outside without our common luxuries, to remind ourselves that what brings us true joy is not what we own, but 
the way we can celebrate with friends and family. 

This Sukkot, may we all be blessed to celebrate with our loved ones, and to feel gratitude and blessing for the 
abundance of the natural world all around us. 

Chag Sameach,  Rabbi Margie 

 
President’s Corner 
by Jane Greenstein 
 
In a few months my final term as president of Sha’arei Shalom will come to an end.  In preparing my last High 
Holiday remarks, I reached out to Rabbi Margie for some inspiration.  Among some other ideas, she shared 
with me the story of Parashah Yitro.  I would like to repeat the message that I gleaned from this story that I 
shared on Yom Kippur here in the October newsletter as well. 

This parashah from the book of Exodus is most commonly known for describing the Israelites receiving of the 
10 commandments.  It is a story that most of us are familiar with.  But before this happens in the parashah, 
there is first an introductory portion that speaks of how Moses tries to handle all the disagreements that are 
arising between different factions and parties among the Israelites.  The people line up before him from 
morning till evening, and Moses resolves their disputes one at a time, making known God’s laws and statutes.  
While Moses is just, he is also worn out.  And the people are tired of waiting so long for service.   
 
Moses’ father-in-law, Yitro (Jethro), pulls him aside and cautions him: 
 

"What is this thing that you are doing to the people? Why do you sit by yourself, while all the people 
stand before you from morning till evening? You will surely wear yourself out both you and these people 
who are with you for the matter is too heavy for you; you cannot do it alone.” 



 
He goes on to advise Moses to bring together a group of judges who can share the responsibilities 
saying “they shall bear up with you.  If you do this thing, and the Lord commands you, you will be able 
to survive, and also, all this people will come upon their place in peace." 

 
Jethro teaches Moses, the ultimate leader in our history, that for a community to stay strong, one person alone 
can’t bear all the responsibility.  It takes a group of leaders to work together from the same guiding principles to 
share the work.  We can easily see how one person doing everything would lead to burn-out for the leader.  
But the text teaches us that one person at the top doing everything also isn’t good for the community either.  
“What is this thing that you are doing to the people?” Jethro says.  With this, we are cautioned that sharing 
responsibility is a gift to everyone.   
 
Moses and the Israelites must be able to stand together, supported and unified, not weighed down by a burden 
that is too great for any one person to bear.  It is only when the Israelites learn this lesson that they are able to 
receive the 10 commandments.  Jethro teaches us that we can only elevate ourselves and thrive as a 
community when we stand supported and stand together, sharing responsibilities.  
 
I have been blessed to work with many volunteers, past and present, who have given of themselves to build 
and maintain this community with me.  It has been my pleasure and my privilege to work side by side with 
them.  I thank each one for sharing with me the responsibility of shepherding our congregation.  It has been a 
commitment of time and energy to be sure, but I hope that they all have found in the work, as have I, the 
meaning and enrichment that such a covenantal community brings to one’s life.   
 
Our community is a special one, but it needs more shepherds to keep moving ahead vibrantly on its path.  
Currently, there is a small group of volunteers who have been shouldering the bulk of the responsibilities for 
our programming.  To our members who have yet to find a way to contribute their time and talent to our 
community, I urge you to reach out and ask how you can help.  Get involved.  The more hands, the stronger 
we are.  And the stronger you will be as well.   
 
If you are not yet a member of Sha’arei Shalom, we encourage you to consider joining with us and becoming 
an ongoing part of our community.  If you have already made a High Holiday donation, we welcome you to 
apply it toward membership dues.   
 
There are many ways to help Sha’arei Shalom continue to thrive and grow.  Please consider how you can help 
share in the work.  As Jethro teaches, if we work together our community, our people, and perhaps the entire 
world, will come upon their place in peace. 
 

Upcoming Services 

 
Our next Friday night service will be on October 2nd at 7:30 p.m at the Ashland Community Center.  In 
addition to ushering in Shabbat we will also have our congregation’s Simchat Torah celebration.  This 
evening, we will also have our siddur consecration for our 3rd grade and new 4th grade religious school 
students.  As always, we also invite you to join us after services for a community oneg. 
 
Our community will celebrate Sukkot together on Sunday, October 4th from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at 
the Ashland Middle School.  While our celebration takes place during Hebrew School, all are welcome to 
share our community sukkah. 
 
On October 16th at 7:30 p.m. join us for a regular Friday night Shabbat service, also at the Ashland 
Community Center.  As always, we also invite you to join us afterward for an oneg Shabbat.  We will be 
celebrating the bar mitzvah of Samuel Freedman which will take place the following day.   

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE SHABBAT KIDS PREVIOUSLY PLANNED FOR OCT. 16
TH

  

HAS BEEN POSTPONED 
 

 



WE ARE CURRENTLY IN NEED OF ONEG SPONSORS 

Please consider volunteering to host an oneg this year...it’s easy, fun and rewarding to provide 

refreshments for congregants, friends and family after the Friday evening service so we can 

enjoy the warmth and joy of the Sabbath together.  Hosting an oneg is a mitzvah, and your gift 

of time and effort is greatly appreciated!  Click Here to Sign Up to Host and Oneg 

Please contact Jamie Sack at sack.jamie@yahoo.com or 508-627-0387 for more information.  

Thank you! 

 
Sam Freedman Bar Mitzvah 
 
Sam Freedman will be called to the Torah as a bar mitzvah on October 16th.  His parents, Lisa and Jeff, have 
this to say about their son: 
 

Ya know what they say....last but not least. Samuel is the last of his class and friends to become 
a Bar Mitzvah. Just when we thought he would have forgotten all that he learned in Hebrew 
school....he surprised us and is doing quite well. He has been working hard to prepare and 
study for his special day. Sam has a passion for lacrosse and basketball. Having never formally 
played lacrosse he decided to start last spring. 7th grade is often thought of as late to pick up a 
sport for the first time but he has risen to the challenge and loves it. He is warm and kind and 
continually maturing to be a responsible young man. We are so proud of Samuel and proud to 
be a part of the Sha'rei community that has helped us to come to this special day. 

 
Sha’arei Shalom sends a big Mazel Tov to the Freedman family on their simcha.  

 
 
Member News 
 
We send healing prayers to Linda Hecker who will be having surgery next week, Leslie Jaffe who is recovering 
from knee surgery, and Lucy Tannen who is recovering from an illness. 

 
 
Religious School Update 

by Lisa Clay 
 
Hebrew School is off to a great start!  Thank you to all our parents for your support of the school and your 
children.   
 
Next Sunday October 4th is our Sukkot celebration.  It is during Hebrew School at the Ashland Middle School, 
weather permitting outside.  The schedule for the day is as follows: 
 

9:00-10:00 am Learners Service for Grades 3-7 
10:00-11:00 Sukkot activities with their classes Grades K-7 
11:00-Noon Celebration in the Sukkah - All students, families and community members 

 
We hope you will enjoy us at 11:00 am for the celebration.  Feel free to bring family members or friends.  We 
also are asking for everyone to sign up to bring something to eat or drink for our celebration.  Please follow the 
link below and sign up. Thanks so much!  Looking forward to celebrating together. 
 
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F084EACAB29A02-shaarei3 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044eabac29a7fb6-shaarei
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F084EACAB29A02-shaarei3
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F084EACAB29A02-shaarei3
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F084EACAB29A02-shaarei3


 



Tikkun Olam Opportunity—Donations Needed for the Ashland Food Pantry 
 

The Ashland Food Pantry is requesting donations of non-perishable food and personal care products.  They 
are especially in need of the following: 

peanut butter 
jelly 
bottled juice 
mayo 
canned pasta 
school snacks 
orange trash bags 
feminine products 
soap 
shampoo 
toothpaste 
diapers size 2-4-5-6 

 
Donations can be dropped off from M-Th 8a-2pm at the Ashland Food Pantry, lower level of the community 
center 162 W. Union St. or at the Ashland Post Office, Police Department, Town Hall or Shaws. 

 
 
Monica Weinstein Women’s Book Group 
by Leslie Jaffe 
 
The Book Group met on Sunday, September 27th, our first official meeting since June. We devoted some time 

to discussing each of the books we had chosen for the summer, as well as September's book, "Inside the 

O'Briens" by Lisa Genova. 

The next meeting will take place on Sunday, October 18th at 10 am, at which time we will discuss "All I Love 

and Know" by Judith Frank. We’re trying a new location --Jasper Hill Cafe in Holliston. 

The November meeting was set for Sunday, November 15th at 10 am, and the chosen book was "In the 

Unlikely Event" by Judy Blume. 

Anyone who is interested in joining the group is invited to attend a meeting, or to contact Leslie Jaffe at 508-

881-1079. 

 
Elissa Naiman Evergreen Group 
by Sheila Watnick 
 

At the September 30th meeting at the home of Barbara Kleinberg, members shared some of their High Holiday 

celebrations. One member spoke of her upcoming surgery while another is planning a Caribbean cruise with 

her sister and 94-year-old mother.  All recalled some of the highlights of our temple community since 

Evergreen began almost 10 years ago. 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday, October 28th, at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Sheila Watnick. Female 

temple members 60 and over are welcome.  Contact evergreen@shaareishalom.org. 

 
Babysitting! 

Josie Kaufman is available for babysitting.  She is 12 years old and has taken the Red Cross 
babysitting course.  She can babysit on weekends.  Contact Josie with any questions at 
508-881-6930  

 

mailto:evergreen@shaareishalom.org


 

WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUNG FAMILIES 

PJ LIBRARY IS A JEWISH FAMILY ENGAGEMENT program implemented on a local level throughout North 
America. We mail free, high-quality Jewish children's literature and music to families across the continent 
on a monthly basis.  
 
PJ Library is a program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, made possible through partnerships with 
philanthropists and local Jewish organizations. Today, families in hundreds of communities across the United 
States and Canada are able to explore the timeless core values of Judaism through books and music.  
 
All families raising Jewish children from age six months of age through five, six, seven or eight years 
(depending on the community) are welcome to enroll.  

http://pjlibrary.org/ 
 

 

 

DO YOU LOVE TO SING?  

CHECK OUT SHIR JOY! 
Whether you sing professionally or have only sung in your shower, this is your chance to join with other adults 

who love to sing Jewish music. Shir Joy is a Jewish choir that started up in the fall of 2011. We practice on 

Sunday evenings from 7-9 pm right at Congregation B’nai Shalom in Westborough. In our first year we had over 

35 members from 14 central MA towns & cities. Rehearsals this coming year will begin on October 14 following 

the High Holidays. Choir participants are not required to be Jewish nor do members need to be affiliated with a 

Jewish organization to join. We hold several concerts over the year in the Central MA area. 
Shir Joy will be directed again this coming year by Jonathan Rappaport, an experience choral conductor with over 

forty years of experience. Dues of $75 per year. love of Jewish music, and ability to keep in tune with your 

neighboring singers are required. Although we do make beautiful music together, we also build strong community 

bonds. We welcome new members. If you are interested in participating or want additional information, check out 

our website www.shirjoychorus.com, or email ShirJoyMA@gmail.com. Shir Joy is partially funded from a 

generous grant from Jewish Federation of Central Massachusetts. 

 

 
добро пожаловать! 

 

Engaging Metrowest Russian Jewish Families in Jewish Community Life  
 

A grant from the Genesis Fund is enabling us to reach out to Russian Jewish families throughout 

Metrowest. By developing collaborative relationships, we are identifying and connecting with 

members of this large and vibrant community through engaging programming and activities. 

 

As part of this program, JFN is also doing special "Privet Malish" visits -- Welcome Baby! visits 

with gift baskets and resources tailored for Russian Jewish families. 

 

If you are interested in learning more about our programs or "Privet Malish," or if you know 

someone who is, please contact our Russian community connector, Luba Olshan, for more 

information. 
 

 

http://pjlibrary.org/Books-and-Music.aspx
http://www.hgf.org/
http://pjlibrary.org/Parents-and-Families/Enrollment.aspx
http://www.shirjoyma/
mailto:ShirJoyMA@gmail.com
mailto:lolshan@jfsmw.org


SAVE THE DATE* SAVE THE DATE * SAVE THE DATE 

Please join me and save the date! 10/13/15- 6pm at Temple Israel - Fashion 

Journalist Tina Sutton will be our Guest Speaker/You do not have to be a 

Hadassah Member/Bring a Friend, Stephanie Marks Plotkin 

Framingham/Natick Hadassah Annual Membership Dinner  

Tuesday, October 13, 2015 6:00 p.m. Temple Israel, Natick   

Tina Sutton, fashion journalist for the Boston Globe, will talk about her 

book, “The Making of Markova.” This is an amazing story about the 

legendary prima ballerina Alicia Markova. Be sure to mark the date as this 

will be a wonderful evening to see old friends, meet new friends and hear 

a beautiful story. Watch the mail for your invitation   

SAVE THE DATE* SAVE THE DATE * SAVE THE DATE 

 

 

Bus Tour of Jewish Boston Explores Synagogue Communities 

 

Join us on Sunday, October 18 from 12:00-6:00 pm as we come together to explore the relationship 

between synagogue communities and their sacred sites. 

What happens when demographic change requires a congregation to move to alternative space or a new 

community? How does a shul decide to remain in the same facility, and the same community, for 

generations? What kinds of renovations and infusion of capital are needed to bring this about? 

SCM's "Bus Tour name" will take us from suburban congregations in Newton and Brookline through the 

urban neighborhoods of Roxbury and Dorchester, to the Vilna Shul in the West End, ending up at the 

Walnut Street Shul in Chelsea (not yet confirmed). 

Along the way we will meet people and visit former and present synagogues that tell the larger story of 

Boston's Jewish history--a story in which each of us are participants and shapers. 

We will begin and end at Congregation Mishkan Tefila in Chestnut Hill (rain or shine). 

Our tour will be led by Ellen Smith (pictured above), historian and curator of Boston Jewish history; and 

Associate Professor, Dept. of Near Eastern and Judaic Studies and Director, Hornstein Jewish Professional 

Leadership Program, Brandeis University. 

To join us for this exciting tour, advance registration is required ($45 per person). 

To register, click here.  

 

 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IJ7x39SCqxubv2UBvwWKIMoy-Jp3X6sSoDChzlQmmYSMv6nAqQEKxNAItNyS2EZL-dqNiiDi7srfqiuTpQJcVc1-u50iwvdmDrg9fOwpGPDXRPYkGNb-uFeM6qffLg9GgUwTsVwkY5mBxtgna79QlmsZsdBxSRGxaJRhmC6wOYQivSGyTb_c-PzyuFZSvPmk8AF_3VK4JOA=&c=_FrBQ8zBbVyFDu-W_m1EWpO_tp-y0IKL72Cx601Ox8mywdPbGtZyLg==&ch=O6j7YMGVdxEq6IYfOCa4vDHrPI5aj-fgL2pcJHeH_6uv8k0n5HRNgw==



