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We are still accepting enrollment for the 2014-15 school year.   
 

Click here for 2014-15 School Registration Form 
 

If you are a prospective family and would like to learn more about our school, please contact 
Lisa Clay at school@shaareishalom.org. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 SUKKOT CELEBRATION 

Ashland Middle School 

October 12
th
 @ 11:00 a.m 

 

 SHABBAT KIDS  October 17
th
 @ 6:45 p.m. 

 

 SHABBAT SERVICE/SIMCHAT TORAH 

CELEBRATION  October 17
th
 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 

 SHABBAT LIVE!  November 7
th
 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 

All Congregation Services take place at the Ashland 

Community Center, 162 West Union Street (unless 

otherwise noted). 

 

 Book Group – October 19
th
 @ 10:00 a.m. 

 Evergreen – October 27
th
 @ 7:30 p.m. 
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Rabbi’s Letter  
by Margie Klein 
 
The following is Rabbi Margie’s sermon from Rosh Hashanah 
 
On Rosh Hashanah, we celebrate the birth of the world, the birth of a new year, and the possibility of rebirthing 
ourselves into the people we want to be.  On Rosh Hashanah, we celebrate our victories from the past year 
and reflect on how we have fallen short.  We commit ourselves to making tshuvah, to transforming ourselves 
into the people we hope to be.  We commit to doing our best to heal our broken world, one year at a time. 
 
Yet, as we know, change is hard.  How many of our new year’s resolutions have we kept from last year?  How 
many of us pledged to be kinder, more patient, more generous?  How many of us pledged to listen better, to 
arrive earlier, to be more loving to ourselves and others, only to fall back into old habits as the high holidays 
faded into memory? 
 
Change is hard, not only personally, but communally.  Right now, as the election approaches, our politicians 
promise that this year, things will be different.  “If you elect me, I will usher in healthier schools, safer streets, 
better jobs!”  And yet we face the same problems year after year. If you are like me, you may even get involved 
-- join campaigns, offer your time and your tzedakah. 
And yet so many of the problems persist. 
 
So, even though I’m an optimist, I find myself asking, how can I possibly hope things will be different this year, 
when so often I find myself repeating the same mistakes? And, when change is so hard to come by, where can 
I get the strength to keep working for it? 
 
I believe we come here, to synagogue, to High Holiday services, to be with community and God. Because 
deep down, we know that a key piece of change involves faith and hope -- the lifeblood of the Jewish tradition. 
 
In an ancient midrash, or rabbinic legend, the Israelites have just fled from slavery.  The Egyptian army is at 
their backs.  They get to the Red Sea, and panic -- caught between a murderous army on one side and a huge 
body of water on the other. Moses says to the people, “Don’t worry!  God will save us!” God says to Moses, 
“Ma titz’ak elai?!  Why are you talking about me?! Go tell the people to go forth!” 
 
We all know how the story ends - Moses raises his staff and the sea parts.  But the midrash says there is more 
to the story.  The midrash says that as the Israelites stand there, terrified, and God tells Moses to raise his staff 
to split the sea.  Moses does so, but nothing happens. As everyone else stands paralyzed, not going forth, one 
man, named Nachshon, steps forward, and wades into the water.  He walks up to his knees, his waist, his 
neck.  He walks all the way in, and only when the water level touched his nose does the sea split open paving 
a path to freedom. 
 
As the rabbis imagined it, one person had to take the first step - and it wasn’t even Moses who took it - and 
then God met them half way.  The impossible only happened when someone believed it could. So often, 
change only happens when we have faith that it can.  Though some of us may experience faith in God and 
others may not, at least not in any traditional sense, we come here to cultivate faith and hope that change is 
possible.  We come here to find the strength we need to do the slow work of tshuvah.  We come here to be 
inspired. 
 
So, as I have prepared for these days of awe, I have been asking myself and wise teachers, how does this all 
work?  How might the high holidays - and Jewish practice in general - help us to find the hope and faith we 
need to keep working for change? 
 
We find hope and faith by telling our stories. 
 
First, through our Rosh Hashanah liturgy, we tell a cosmic story.  We tell a story of the birth of the world of 
God’s unfolding and evolving universe, whose breadth and scale are beyond our comprehension.  Though I 
expect few of us believe literally in the Bible’s story of creation in 7 days, the story invites us to notice that 



before there were people there were animals, and before that there were plants, and before that there were 
stars. My dad, who’s passionate about astrophysics, tells me that many scientists believe that virtually every 
non-hydrogen atom in our bodies comes from the interior of stars that exploded more than 5 billion years ago.  
The universe is always changing.  Our bodies are literally made from matter that used to be ancient stars! 
 
On Rosh Hashanah, our cosmic story reminds us that even though from our tiny perspective it is hard to see 
the whole universe is changing.  Change is built into our world, into our bodies, into our very being. 
 
In the Amidah, in our Torah and Haftarah readings, and in our prayers we tell the story of our people. In the 
Torah reading, we remember Hagar, alone with Ishmael in the wilderness after Abraham exiled them.  They 
have no food or water.  She thinks he is going to die and cries out to God.  Then, she looks up, and sees a well 
of water.  Hagar felt hopeless, and yet, her prayer was a bridge between despair and hope that opened her 
eyes to the possibility that things could change. 
 
In the haftarah, we remember Hannah who longed for a child, who discovered her prayer gave her hope, and 
her hope gave her peace.  We remember how Hannah had a child after she had almost given up 
 
In the Amidah, we remember the Israelites in Egypt.  They were so used to slavery that they became silent.  
They went through the motions, affixing stones and mortar, building great pyramids for the pharaohs who 
oppressed them.  And yet, on a day like all other days, they cried out--lamenting and protesting the pain of 
their circumstance, overcoming their fear of Pharaoh’s power. They cried out, admitted that they believed more 
was possible and then everything changed.  They became free.  As the Meah shiloach writes, the cry itself is 
the beginning of redemption.  When we admit our longing, we connect ourselves to the possibility of a different 
future.  Our prayers become a bridge between despair and hope. 
 
To tell you the truth, I am not sure if these stories literally happened.  Did the sea really split?  Did hundreds of 
thousands of Israelites really stage the biggest strike in history?  Maybe.  And yet, for me, regardless of their 
historicity they are deeply true. 
 
We tell and retell our Jewish stories because we breathe new life into them when we connect them to our lives.  
Every year on Passover and every week during the Kiddush blessing over wine, we retell the story of the 
exodus - yitziat mitzraim.  We are invited to ask ourselves how we have tasted freedom in our own lives.  
When we retell these ancient stories, passing them from one generation to another, we remind ourselves of all 
the moments in our lives when we have heard them when they have woken us up to the liberation in our own 
stories.  And then, through our own personal prayer and reflection, we are invited to retell our own stories 
We dig into our own histories and find the moments that give us strength and courage. 
 
Think of a moment when your life changed -- maybe the first day of a new school or job, the day you moved 
away from home, or moved to a new home, your wedding, the day you had your first child or grandchild, the 
day you met a good friend.  Or, think of a time when you were resigned that something in your life would never 
improve and then things got better, in unexpected ways. 
 
For me, I think of how much I wanted to find a partner and how very scared I felt in my early thirties and still 
single and then I remember the moment when Jeremy proposed to me giving me 1000 paper cranes he had 
folded himself.  I remember how I not only felt happy and, frankly, relieved, but also deeply aware that this felt 
like a miracle, a moment of the impossible becoming possible. 
 
I also think of how nervous I felt in rabbinical school wondering whether I would perhaps wind up feeling stifled 
in some lifeless and impersonal congregation.  And then I think how grateful I feel now to look out into this 
sweet and vibrant community, filled with so many people I love and respect, and I remind myself that life can 
change for the better 
 
We tell ourselves these stories not because we are Polyanna-ish, not because the fact that things got better in 
the past means that everything difficult is going to be okay.  There is real hardship out there.  There is real 
hardship in here.  People have lost parents, and spouses, and even children.  No story can take that pain 
away.  But I hope our stories can remind us that we are capable of strength and growth.  I hope our stories can 



remind us that though sometimes we feel stuck.  At other times, like the sea parting for Nachshon and the 
Israelites, we find a path we didn’t know was there. 
 
So, over the next 10 days, I invite you to reflect on which stories give you hope, faith, courage --Where do you 
find wisdom, or inspiration? 
 
We come here not only to recall stories ourselves, but to help those around us find new meaning in their 
stories and their lives.  Sometimes we have to remind each other that change is possible.  Sometimes, we give 
each other hope.  Our task as individuals is to find the courage to believe we can really change.  Our challenge 
as a community is to bolster one another – through friendship, love and empathy – so that change becomes a 
burden light enough for each of us to carry. 
 
This year, may we have the creativity to rediscover ourselves in the stories that give us hope and motivate us 
forward 
 
May we have the wisdom to see each other deeply to help others see the next chapters of possibility even 
when they cannot 
 
And for us, the Jewish people, and all the inhabitants of the world, may this be a year of peace. 

 

If you would like to donate a siddur in honor of/in memory of someone or in 
celebration of an event, please contact Jane Greenstein at 
president@shaareishalom.org.  The cost is $36 per Siddur. 

 
 
President’s Corner  
by Jane Greenstein  
 
In parashat Vayakhel Pikudei, the last Parasha of the book of Exodus, Moses speaks to the Israelites and 

gives them instructions about how to build the Mishkan, the holy tabernacle for the 10 commandments. After 

gathering together the whole people—men, women and children—he gives them detailed instructions for how 

the tabernacle must be built.  He then tells them, “Each person must give as their heart moves them.”  The 

Torah then relates to us “And people gave and gave, so much that they wound up with more than enough of 

everything they needed.”  When it was finished, Moses blessed the tabernacle and then God dwelled in it. 

 

In this story, we are taught that the building of a holy space requires a community to come together, with 

everyone contributing the gifts of their heart--each in their own way.  And the Torah teaches that everyone has 

something to give and that when these gifts are pooled together, we will have more than enough.   

 

While Sha’arei Shalom does not (yet) have a building of our own, we have indeed built a tabernacle in 

Ashland, a holy place where God dwells.  Ours is a tabernacle without walls.  It is a tabernacle built from the 

communal efforts of all our community, past and present.  Together, we have built a holy place, a Jewish 

home, where faith and caring dwell.  In our home, all are welcome.  In our home, we provide joyful experiences 

and comfort and solace in times of need.  In our home, we strive to promote pathways for all to find 

comfortable, meaningful ways to connect to Jewish tradition and culture.  

 

No matter how you contribute, everyone in our community has an important role to play in helping Sha’arei 

Shalom continue to blossom and grow.  As we learn in the story of Moses and the Israelites building the 

Mishkan, when everyone gives of themselves, there is an overflowing of blessing, and a sacred space for God 

to dwell among us. 
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2014-2015 Shabbat and Holiday Celebration Calendar 
Unless otherwise noted, all Friday night services/events take place at the Ashland Community Center and begin at 7:30  

 
SEPTEMBER 
Fri.  12  Friday night service 
Wed.  24  Erev Rosh Hashanah at 7:00 p.m. (Federated Church)  
Thurs  25  Rosh Hashanah Day 1 at 9:30 a.m. (Federated Church) 
Fri.  26  Rosh Hashanah Day 2 at 9:30 a.m. (Federated Church) 
 
OCTOBER 
Fri. 3  Kol Nidre at 6:00 p.m. (Federated Church) 
Sat 4  Yom Kippur Morning Service at 9:30 a.m. and Neilah at 6:00 p.m. (Federated Church) 
Sun.  12  Sukkot celebration 11:00-noon (during religious school, Ashland Middle School) 
Fri 17  Friday Night Service—Simchat Torah 
   Shabbat Kids at 6:45 
 
NOVEMBER 
Fri. 7  Shabbat Live & Religious School 3rd Grade Consecration 
Fri 21  Shabbat Circle Potluck Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
 
DECEMBER 
Tues. 16  Town Menorah lighting at 6:15 p.m. (Montenegro Square) 
Fri 19  Friday night service—Chanukah Focus, Religious School Grades 1-2 participation 
Sun.  21  Chanukah Party (during Religious School, Ashland Middle School) 
 
JANUARY 
Fri. 9  Friday night service 
Fri. 30  Tu B’shevat Seder 
   Shabbat Kids at 6:45 
  
FEBRUARY 
Fri. 6  Shabbat Live 
Fri. 27  Shabbat Circle Potluck Dinner at 6:30 p.m.—Purim Focus  
 
MARCH 
Sun.  8  Purim celebration and carnival (during religious school, Ashland Middle School) 
Fri. 13  Friday night service—Leah and Rebecca Handelman 
Fri. 27  Shabbat Live—Religious School Grades 3-6 participation 
Sun.  29  Model Seder (during religious school, Ashland Middle School) 
 
APRIL 
Fri. 17  Friday night service—Aaron Greenstein 
 
MAY 
Fri.  8  Friday night service—Eli Prybyla 
   Shabbat Kids at 6:45 
Fri. 22  Friday night service—Shavuot Focus (Shabbat Live snow date) 
 
JUNE 
Fri. 5   Friday night service—Jordan Lovitz 
 
JULY  
Fri. 17   Friday night service 
 
AUGUST  
Fri. 28   Friday night service 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Upcoming Services 

 
Our community will celebrate Sukkot together on Sunday, October 12th from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at 
the Ashland Middle School.  While our celebration takes place during Hebrew School, all are welcome to 
share our community sukkah. 
 
Join us for our Simchat Torah celebration and the next Friday night Shabbat service on October 17th at 
7:30 p.m. at the Ashland Community Center.  As always, we also invite you to join us afterward for an oneg 
Shabbat. 
 
Also on Friday October 17th, we will have a Shabbat Kids! from 6:45-7:30 at the Ashland Community 
Center.  Shabbat Kids is our interactive, musical service for young children and their families and is geared to 
children ages 3-7 (older siblings of course are always also welcome).  It is also a wonderful way for parents to 
connect with other families with young children in our community. We encourage you to bring a friend as well! 
 
Mark your calendars for our next Shabbat Live! service on Friday, November 7th at 7:30 p.m.  Shabbat 
Live! is a musical and interactive service featuring our own Shabbat Live Band.   Come experience our lively 
twist on a traditional Shabbat service.  Filled with festive music and song, this is a service you don't want to 
miss!  This evening, we will also have our siddur consecration for our 3rd grade and new 4th grade religious 
school students.  As always, an Oneg Shabbat will follow the service.   
 

We are currently in need of oneg sponsors for the upcoming ritual year.  Please 

consider volunteering to host an oneg this year...it’s easy, fun and rewarding to provide 

refreshments for congregants, friends and family after the Friday evening service so we 

can enjoy the warmth and joy of the Sabbath together.  Hosting an oneg is a mitzvah, and 

your gift of time and effort is greatly appreciated!  Please contact Jamie Sack at 

sack.jamie@yahoo.com or 508-627-0387 for more information.  Thank you! 

 
Healing Prayers 
 
We send prayers for healing to Judy Ernest, Arnold Levison, and Sheila Watnick. 
 

 
Religious School News 
by Lisa Clay 

 
Greetings all.  Hope you had a good fast and wishing you a sweet and healthy new year! 

Moving on to Sukkot....our Sukkot celebration will take place during Hebrew School this Sunday, October 12th.  

We hope that everyone can join us at 11:00 am.  The schedule for the days is as follows: 

9:00 am: Grades 3-7 have Learners Service, School Committee and volunteers set up Sukkah 

10:00 am: Group Sukkah activities for classes in Activity room followed by class time 

11:00 am: Decorating and Celebrating in Sukkah 

Also we hope that you can contribute (food, drink and related items and help with set up and clean up) to our 

celebration by signing up through link below: 

Sha'arei Shalom Sukkot Celebration 

 

 

 

mailto:sack.jamie@yahoo.com
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Sha'arei Shalom Sukkot 
Celebration 

Come and celebrate Sukkot!  It will be a great 

family event where we will learn and 

celebrate together in the Sukkah. Please sign 

up to contribute to our celebratio... 

 View on www.signupgenius.com  Preview by Yahoo  

   

 

Thank you!  Look forward to see you next Sunday! 

 
Please also note that we have made a few revisions to the school calendar for this year: 
 

Click here for Revised 2014-15 School Calendar 
 

 
Monica Weinstein Women’s Book Group 
by Leslie Jaffe 
 
At the October 5th meeting of the Book Group, we discussed "The Invention of Wings" by Sue Monk Kidd. We 

are now reading "The Three Weissmanns of Westport" by Cathleen Schine, which we will discuss at our next 

meeting on October 19th at 10 am at Bodacious Bagels. New members are always welcome - if you like to 

read, you'll love the Book Group!  For further information, please contact Leslie Jaffe at jlajfamily@verizon.net. 

 

Evergreen 
by Sheila Watnick 
 
The next meeting of Evergreen will be on Monday, October 27th, at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Lucy Tannen.  

Female temple members 60 and over are welcome.  For more information, contact 

evergreen@shaareishalom.org. 

 

 
We are compiling a list of Bar/Bat Mitzvah information consisting of: 

 
Venues 
Caterers 

DJ's 
 

Please email Lisa Freedman, LNFkitty2@aol.com with some you've experienced.  
It would be nice for Sha'arei Shalom families to have a resource of this kind.  

 
THANK YOU. 

 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084eacab29a02-shaarei2
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084eacab29a02-shaarei2
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084eacab29a02-shaarei2
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084eacab29a02-shaarei2
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084eacab29a02-shaarei2
../Hebrew%20School%20Stuff/SS%20Hebrew%20School%20Calendar%202014-15%20Rev%209%2021%2014.pdf
mailto:jlajfamily@verizon.net
mailto:evergreen@shaareishalom.org
mailto:LNFkitty2@aol.com


Dear Friends, 
 
As many of you know, for the past year, I have been working to pass Earned Sick Time, Question 4 on the election ballot.  
According to the law, if passed, workers in businesses with 10 or more employees would earn one hour of sick time for 
every 30 hours they work, up to a total of five days of paid sick time.  For workers in businesses with fewer than 10 
employees, workers would be able to take the same amount, unpaid. 
 
This an issue close to my heart.  When my mom had cancer I decade ago, my dad took sick time to take her to the 
hospital. Thankfully, he had sick time, so we were okay.  But, 1 million workers in Massachusetts don't have any sick 
time, and can lose their jobs for taking a day off to care for themselves or a sick relative. 
 
This weekend, when talking to voters, I heard a story of a man who got fired for taking off to be present for the birth of 
his daughter.  A home health aide who cares for the elderly shared that her agency told her she would be replaced if she 
took a sick day, even when she had the flu. She believes her illness led to the death of one of her elderly patients. 
 
These situations should never happen. 
 
So, I urge you to vote Yes on Question 4.  I will bring information to our Sukkot celebration, and ask you to sign pledge 
cards in support of this measure. 
 
Thanks so much, 
Rabbi Margie 

 

 

Babysitting! 

My name is Lexi Maher. I live on Pennock road and I love children. I am 15 years old and have taken 

the Red Cross babysitting course. I can babysit on weekends and various weekday nights. Contact me 

with any questions at: 

508-231-0883 or 774-279-6647 
leximaher@hotmail.com   

 

 

 

 

American Red Cross Babysitter Training Class 

To provide youth who are planning to babysit with the knowledge and skills necessary to safely and 

responsibly give care for children and infants. This training will help participants to develop leadership 

skills; learn how to develop a babysitting business, keep themselves and others safe and help children 

behave; and learn about basic child care and basic first aid. The recommended age for this course is 

11-15 years old. 

 

Please contact Michelle Levenson for more information (617-529-0429, mllevenson@verizon.net ) 
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WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUNG FAMILIES 

PJ LIBRARY IS A JEWISH FAMILY ENGAGEMENT program implemented on a local level throughout North 
America. We mail free, high-quality Jewish children's literature and music to families across the continent 
on a monthly basis.  
 
PJ Library is a program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, made possible through partnerships with 
philanthropists and local Jewish organizations. Today, families in hundreds of communities across the United 
States and Canada are able to explore the timeless core values of Judaism through books and music.  
 
All families raising Jewish children from age six months of age through five, six, seven or eight years 
(depending on the community) are welcome to enroll.  
 

http://pjlibrary.org/ 
 
 
 
 

DO YOU LOVE TO SING?  

CHECK OUT SHIR JOY! 
Whether you sing professionally or have only sung in your shower, this is your chance to join with other 

adults who love to sing Jewish music. Shir Joy is a Jewish choir that started up in the fall of 2011. We 

practice on Sunday evenings from 7-9 pm right at Congregation B’nai Shalom in Westborough. In our first 

year we had over 35 members from 14 central MA towns & cities. Rehearsals this coming year will begin 

on October 14 following the High Holidays. Choir participants are not required to be Jewish nor do 

members need to be affiliated with a Jewish organization to join. We hold several concerts over the year 

in the Central MA area. 
Shir Joy will be directed again this coming year by Jonathan Rappaport, an experience choral conductor 

with over forty years of experience. Dues of $75 per year. love of Jewish music, and ability to keep in tune 

with your neighboring singers are required. Although we do make beautiful music together, we also build 

strong community bonds. We welcome new members. If you are interested in participating or want 

additional information, check out our website www.shirjoychorus.com, or email ShirJoyMA@gmail.com. 

Shir Joy is partially funded from a generous grant from Jewish Federation of Central Massachusetts. 

  
 
 
 

Lucky Day Music Class with Stacey Peasley 

Popular children’s entertainer Stacey Peasley combines her love of young children with her musical talents in an 
eight week class held at Temple Israel (145 Hartford Street) in Natick on Tuesdays, September 16 through 
November 4 from 9:45-10:30am. Using instruments and props, kids will move to music ranging from pop and 
rock to children’s favorites and Stacey originals. Geared for children ages 0-3 years with adult. Cost is $160/session 
(Please note: fee is for one child plus adult - additional siblings are $95/session). Register at 
bostonjcc.org/mwmusicwithstaceypeasley. For more information, contact metrowest@jccgb.org or 508-879-3300. 
All JCC arts and humanities offerings are programs of the Ryna Greenbaum JCC Center for the Arts. 
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Dror Leadership High School 
This is a semester study abroad program for 10th and 11th graders which will take place in the lovely 

northern town of Karmiel. The American students will have their own English speaking classes within an 

Israeli high school in order to encourage them to create bonds with Israeli peers and understand life in 

Israel. Along with their academic studies students will learn Hebrew, Jewish History, Israeli Society, and 

take part in a weekly field trip as well as regular volunteering projects. Our aim is to have students 

connect to Israel and develop as Jewish leaders during their time here which they can then bring to their 

home communities. 

If you would like more information, visit our website at www.drorleadership.org.  

 
 

 

 REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR ALL APPLICANTS! 

Explore Israel on a Taglit-Birthright Israel: Shorashim-JNF Israel Adventure Trip  

Registration for this FREE winter trip opened at 10:00 am 
EST for all applicants. With Shorashim and JNF you 
experience the awesome adventure of Israel from the 
inside, through the eyes and hearts of Israeli participants. 
Travel for 10 days with Israeli friends and staff who share 
the beauty, excitement and complexities of their country 
with you.  

This trip is a gift from Taglit-Birthright Israel. For more 
information or to register now, visit 
israelwithisraelis.com.  
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SAVE THE DATE!  

 

The 26th Annual   

Boston Jewish Film Festival  

November 5-17! 

 

 

2014 Festival Tickets  

and Full Schedule Available  

September 22!  

 

 

www.bjff.org  
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