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We are now enrolling for the 2015-16 Religious School year. 
OPEN HOUSE 

Sunday, May 3rd from 10:00-noon  
Ashland Middle School 

 
Come visit our classes and meet our teachers and see our wonderful school in action! 

Upcoming Events 

 

May 8
th
  

 SHABBAT KIDS  @ 6:45 p.m. 

 SHABBAT SERVICE @ 7:30 p.m. 

 

May 22
nd

  

 SHAVUOT SHABBAT SERVICE  

      @ 7:30 p.m. 

 

All Congregation Services take place at the Ashland 

Community Center, 162 West Union Street (unless 

otherwise noted). 

 

 Volunteer for Clean Up Ashland—May 2
nd

 @ 10:00 a.m. 

 Religious School Open House—May 3
rd

 @ 10:00 a.m. 

 Book Group – April 12
th
 @ 10:00 a.m. 

 Evergreen – May 20
th
 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT PASSOVER BEGINS ON  

FRIDAY APRIL 3
RD

 AT SUNDOWN 
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Rabbi’s Letter  
by Margie Klein 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
As I shared with many of you at our mid-April service, Jeremy and I are overjoyed to report that we are 
expecting a baby girl, due October 2nd. 
 
For the months before I shared the news, I spent much of my time at synagogue observing our Sha’arei 
Shalom families and imagining being a parent.  Amidst my mix of excitement and fear at the huge changes 
afoot, watching your families eased my anxieties.  I want to share some of what I noticed. 
 
I noticed the way parents blessed their children, how you lay your hands on their heads and looked at them 
with deep love.   
 
I noticed the way that parents pulled over other people’s kids when they were running around like maniacs, 
and whispered for them to slow down.  I loved the way that our community is like one big family, where 
everyone takes care of everyone else. 
 
I noticed on our school-participation Shabbat how grandparents looked at their grandchildren with awe and 
pride.  When a third-grade boy high-fived his grandfather upon returning to his seat, I thought the grandpa 
might pass out from happiness. 
 
I noticed the way sometimes little kids in our congregation dance together in the back, sometimes holding 
hands, sometimes just jumping up and down.  And I felt hopeful that our child might experience that kind of joy 
in Jewish spaces. 
 
I know that parenting isn’t easy, that your kids drive you insane, that you might have moments when you long 
for the pre-parenting days when your time was your own.  But I also know that the love and thoughtfulness I 
see in our community makes me excited to enter into the crazy journey that is parenthood. 
 
And, I couldn’t think of a better community in which to bring a child into the world and raise her to be a Jew and 
a mensch.   
 
Warm regards, 
Rabbi Margie 

 
 
President’s Corner 
by Jane Greenstein 
 
I don’t usually reprint my column from previous newsletters, but with our Religious School Open House coming 
up this weekend and our enrollment form newlyout for next year, it seems appropriate…. 
 
 
A few weeks ago I received a note from one of our members, Lisa, that she has given permission for me to 
share with you. 
 

Hello, 
 
I just wanted to tell you guys something you already know, but it is nice to have yet 
another example of how great a Hebrew School we have.  
 
Last Friday night, Josie and I want to a temple in another town for the town Girl Scout 
Shabbat services. Josie sat next to one of her very good friends who goes to Hebrew 



school at that temple. Josie's friend and Josie have a lot in common. They are almost 
exactly the same age, they have very similar families, very similar ability to engage 
academically, and a similar strong interest in learning what is taught in Hebrew school. 
For all intents and purposes, this was an excellent comparison of two extremely similar 
children going to two different schools.  
 
Josie sat in services and sang many of the prayers by heart and read the Siddur in 
Hebrew instead of the transliterated booklet which her friend used. Even the Rabbi 
commented afterward that she seemed to know her stuff. Josie's friend noticed too, and 
wanted to know why she knows so many more prayers and can read Hebrew so well 
already.  
 
Thank you to her excellent teachers! 
 

Like Lisa, I have experienced again and again how knowledgeable and engaged our children are in Jewish life 
and Jewish learning.  We don’t have fancy surroundings. We don’t have a full time staff, a rabbi AND a cantor, 
or torahs resplendent with silver decorative pieces.  What we do have however, is a warm, active, participatory 
community with children who participate at least as much (if not more!) than the adults. This “spirit of 
involvement” is one that we cultivate in our community and that I so very much value. That is what our children 
have learned in our Hebrew School and have seen modeled in our services. Our school philosophy has always 
included the goal that our students should be educated so that they can go into any Jewish service and feel 
comfortable to participate. Lisa experienced that not only was that true for her daughter, but that her ability to 
participate was far and away greater than what seems to be more typical elsewhere. 
 
To our members, please share the word of our wonderful community and religious school with your family and 
friends. Let them know about our warm, inclusive, and participatory spirit. If you are not yet a member, please 
consider checking out one of our services or social events. We are also enrolling for the 2015-2016 Hebrew 
School year and welcome inquiries about our school program.  There will also be an open house on May 3rd 
from 10:00-noon.  Come visit with us at the Ashland Middle School building where we hold our classes. 

 
 
Upcoming Services 

 
On May 8th we have two events:   

 From 6:45-7:30 p.m., we have a Shabbat Kids.  Lucy Tannen and Ari Kaufman will be leading this 
interactive, musical event for young children and their families. This Shabbat event is geared to children 
ages 3-7 (older siblings of course are always also welcome).   It is also a wonderful way for parents to 
connect with other families with young children in our community.  We encourage you to bring a friend 
as well! 

 At 7:30 p.m. join us for a regular Friday night Shabbat service, also at the Ashland Community 
Center.  As always, we also invite you to join us afterward for an oneg Shabbat.  We will be celebrating 
the bar mitzvah of Eli Prybyla which took place in Israel in December.  This is Eli’s chance to co-lead a 
service in our community.  We hope that many will be there to help him mark this special evening. 

 
On Friday May 22nd, join us for a traditional Friday night service at 7:30 p.m. at the Ashland Community 
Center.  We will celebrate Shavuot, when we celebrate the receiving of the torah. 
 
 

We are currently in need of oneg sponsors.  Please consider volunteering to host an oneg this 

year...it’s easy, fun and rewarding to provide refreshments for congregants, friends and 

family after the Friday evening service so we can enjoy the warmth and joy of the Sabbath 

together.  Hosting an oneg is a mitzvah, and your gift of time and effort is greatly appreciated!  

Please contact Jamie Sack at sack.jamie@yahoo.com or 508-627-0387 for more information.  

Thank you! 

mailto:sack.jamie@yahoo.com


Religious School Update 

by Lisa Clay 
 

Happy May! We are winding down another great year of Hebrew School with only 3 weeks left!  Thank you to 
all of our families for supporting our teachers and committee and your students.  Please note that we are 
currently working out plans for the 7th grade graduation/last day of Hebrew school so look for an email early 
next week with details. 
 
Here is the May schedule: 
Sunday May 3: 10 am - Noon for Grades K-6, Also Hebrew School open house - tell your friends! 
Tuesday May 5: 4:30-6:00 pm for grades 3-6 
Sunday May 10: 9:00-10:00 am Learners Services for Grades 3-7, 10 am - Noon for Grades 1-7, Grade 7 
Class with the Rabbi. 
Tuesday May 12: 4:30-6:00 pm for Grades 3-6 - NOTE THIS DAY WAS ADDED TO MAKE UP FOR SNOW 
DAY 
Sunday May 17: 10:00 am - Noon Grades 1-7 - LAST DAY!  7th GRADE GRADUATION - Plans TBA 
 
We are still welcoming anyone who is interested in joining the school committee!  We are having a meeting this 
Sunday May 3 at 10:00 am if you want to join.  Otherwise contact Lisa Clay at lcc1129@yahoo.com. 

 

Hebrew School Registration Form for next year is attached.  Please fill 

this out and send in with your deposit by June 1.  Thanks so much! 

 
Tikkun Olam Opportunity—Green Up Ashland 

by Jen Gordon 
 
Sha’arei Shalom has committed to organizing a team to participate in Green Up Ashland, the annual 
town-wide spring cleanup. This year’s event will take place on Saturday May 2nd from 9am-noon.  Whether 
or not you live in Ashland this is a great opportunity to give back to our host community.  Sign up for the team 
(link below) and we will provide more details on our assigned location as the date gets closer.  If you 
have questions, please contact Jen Gordon at jen@ethangordon.com or 508-309-3075. 
  

www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F0944AFA72CA57-green 
  

 

Monica Weinstein Women’s Book Group 
by Leslie Jaffe 
 
There will be no regular meeting in May, but we will have a Movie Night on May 17th.    Our next meeting will 
be on Sunday, June 7th at 10 am at Bodacious Bagels. We will be discussing "The Poisonwood Bible" by 
Barbara Kingsolver.  This was a carryover from the April meeting that we needed to postpone.   
As always, we will be meeting at Bodacious Bagels.  
 
New members are always welcome, and are invited to contact Leslie Jaffe at jlajfamily@verizon.net with 
questions. 
 
Happy reading! 

 
 
 

mailto:lcc1129@yahoo.com
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Elissa Naiman Evergreen Group 
by Sheila Watnick 

 
At the April 21st meeting of the Elissa Naiman Evergreen Group at the home of Barbara Kleinberg, we 
welcomed back one member from three months in Florida.  Two others shared their interesting 1 to 2-week 
trips visiting relatives in CA.  Another shared hilarious highlights from a roast that her family had planned for a 
special birthday. 
 
The next meeting will be on Wednesday, May 20th, at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Ronee Krashes.  Female 
temple members 60 and over are welcome.  Contact evergreen@shaareishalom.org. 
 
Joining the Shabbat Live Band 
by Jeff Weinstein  
 
Are You Interested in Playing with the Shabbat Live Band?  

If you are a skilled musician of High School age or older and you would like to consider playing with the 

Shabbat Live Band, contact Jeff Weinstein at jeffweinstein18@verizon.net. You don't need to join for the band 

for every song...you can sit in on one or two!  Prospective members must be able to attend all group 

rehearsals. 

 

Babysitting! 

Josie Kaufman is available for babysitting.  She is 11 years old and has taken the Red Cross 
babysitting course.  She can babysit on weekends.  Contact Josie with any questions at 
508-881-6930 

 
We are compiling a list of Bar/Bat Mitzvah information consisting of: 

 
Venues 
Caterers 

DJ's 
 

Please email Lisa Freedman, LNFkitty2@aol.com with some you've experienced.  
It would be nice for Sha'arei Shalom families to have a resource of this kind.  

  

WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUNG FAMILIES 

PJ LIBRARY IS A JEWISH FAMILY ENGAGEMENT program implemented on a local level throughout North 
America. We mail free, high-quality Jewish children's literature and music to families across the continent 
on a monthly basis.  
 
PJ Library is a program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, made possible through partnerships with 
philanthropists and local Jewish organizations. Today, families in hundreds of communities across the United 
States and Canada are able to explore the timeless core values of Judaism through books and music.  
 
All families raising Jewish children from age six months of age through five, six, seven or eight years 
(depending on the community) are welcome to enroll.  

http://pjlibrary.org/ 

 

 

mailto:evergreen@shaareishalom.org
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DO YOU LOVE TO SING?  

CHECK OUT SHIR JOY! 
Whether you sing professionally or have only sung in your shower, this is your chance to join with other adults 

who love to sing Jewish music. Shir Joy is a Jewish choir that started up in the fall of 2011. We practice on 

Sunday evenings from 7-9 pm right at Congregation B’nai Shalom in Westborough. In our first year we had over 

35 members from 14 central MA towns & cities. Rehearsals this coming year will begin on October 14 following 

the High Holidays. Choir participants are not required to be Jewish nor do members need to be affiliated with a 

Jewish organization to join. We hold several concerts over the year in the Central MA area. 
Shir Joy will be directed again this coming year by Jonathan Rappaport, an experience choral conductor with over 

forty years of experience. Dues of $75 per year. love of Jewish music, and ability to keep in tune with your 

neighboring singers are required. Although we do make beautiful music together, we also build strong community 

bonds. We welcome new members. If you are interested in participating or want additional information, check out 

our website www.shirjoychorus.com, or email ShirJoyMA@gmail.com. Shir Joy is partially funded from a 

generous grant from Jewish Federation of Central Massachusetts. 

 

 
добро пожаловать! 

 

Engaging Metrowest Russian Jewish Families in Jewish Community Life  
 

A grant from the Genesis Fund is enabling us to reach out to Russian Jewish families throughout 

Metrowest. By developing collaborative relationships, we are identifying and connecting with 

members of this large and vibrant community through engaging programming and activities. 

 

As part of this program, JFN is also doing special "Privet Malish" visits -- Welcome Baby! visits 

with gift baskets and resources tailored for Russian Jewish families. 

 

If you are interested in learning more about our programs or "Privet Malish," or if you know 

someone who is, please contact our Russian community connector, Luba Olshan, for more 

information. 
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