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Upcoming Events  

 

 

 ANNUAL MEETING (Members only) 

    December 6
th
 @ 9:00 a.m.  

    Ashland Middle School   

                                

 COMMUNITY MENORAH LIGHTING 

   Tuesday. December 8
th
 @ 6:15 p.m. 

   Montenegro Square, Downtown Ashland  

 

 20
th
 ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION Potluck Dinner 

     December 11
th
 @ 6:30 p.m. 

     Ashland Community Center 

 

 CHANUKAH PARTY December 13
th
 @ 10:00 a.m 

     Ashland Middle School 

 

 

 Community Dinner Out at Nick’s Pizza—December 8
th
    

 after menorah lighting 

 Evergreen – December 9
th
 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 Book Group – December 20
th
 @ 10:00 a.m. 
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President’s Corner—Annual Meeting of the Membership 
by Jane Greenstein 
 
To all members, the Annual Meeting of the Membership is scheduled for Sunday, December 6th.  (Snow 
Date is Sunday December 13th) The meeting will be held at the Ashland Middle School from 9:00 a.m. to 
noon.   
 
The purpose of this meeting, which is required by our by-laws, is to review the past year, discuss important 
issues for our congregation, and plan for 2016. We will also approve our 2016 budget, elect people to four 
open board positions, and select officers.  
 
This time together is an important part of our year and I urge all members to attend and participate in the 
conversation that will happen that morning.  Please know that your involvement is important!  All members in 
good standing have a vote at the Annual Meeting. I speak and write frequently about how important our 
members are to the vibrancy of Sha'arei Shalom. Together we have created a warm community where 
individuals of diverse voices and perspectives come together in worship, celebration, and learning. Your 
participation in this annual meeting is another important way that you can strengthen our community.  
 
For members with children in our religious school, there is a Learner’s Service that day at 9:00, with regular 
Hebrew School classes from 10:00-12:00.  If you have a child in 1st or 2nd grade who will be in class at 10:00 
but does not need to be at Learner’s Service, and you need childcare for them for the hour in order to attend 
the full annual meeting, please let me know and we will provide supervision for these children.  I regret that we 
will not be able to provide childcare for the full 3 hours for younger children. 
  
We look forward to seeing all our members there!   
 
 

WE ARE CURRENTLY IN NEED OF ONEG SPONSORS for 2/26/16 and 7/22/16 

Please consider volunteering to host an oneg this year...it’s easy, fun and rewarding to provide 

refreshments for congregants, friends and family after the Friday evening service so we can 

enjoy the warmth and joy of the Sabbath together.  Hosting an oneg is a mitzvah, and your gift 

of time and effort is greatly appreciated!  Click Here to Sign Up to Host and Oneg 

Please contact Jamie Sack at sack.jamie@yahoo.com or 508-627-0387 for more information.  

Thank you! 

 
 
Chanukah Celebrations 

 
On Tuesday, December 8th at 6:15 p.m., Sha’arei Shalom will sponsor the lighting of the Ashland town 
menorah in Montenegro Square (across from Stone’s Public House in downtown Ashland).  This event is open 
to the entire Ashland community.  We encourage members to let their friends know about this event, even if 
they are members of other synagogues.   

 
Sha’arei Shalom’s annual Chanukah party will be on Sunday, December 13th from 10:00-noon at Ashland 
Middle School.  While this event takes place during religious school, it is open to all our members—the young 
and the young-at-heart!  Bring your menorah so you can add your light to the community’s collective menorah 
lighting. 

 

 
 
 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044eabac29a7fb6-shaarei


Community Fundraiser—Support Our Hebrew  
 
After the town menorah lighting, join us for dinner at Nick’s Pizza and Grill, 87 Main Street, 
Ashland.  Our Hebrew School will earn 20% on pizza & calzone and 10% on other menu items all day long 

with presentation of this flyer. If you aren’t able to join us for this community night-out, consider take-out.  
Sha’arei Shalom earns the bonus both ways!   

 
 
 



20th Anniversary Celebration 
 

"GLOWING IN THE WARMTH OF COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS" 

Sha’arei Shalom’s 20th Anniversary was this August. 

Please join us for a festive potluck dinner as we mark this special occasion. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11th FROM 6:30 PM TO 8:30 PM 

Ashland Community Center 

162 West Union Street Ashland, MA 01721 

Highlights: 

 Group menorah lighting (bring your favorite menorah and candles to commemorate the sixth night of 
Chanukah) 

 Latke contest 

 20-year photographic retrospective 

 Remarks by founding members 

 Performance by Shabbat Live Band 
 

Click here for the Evite for details and to rsvp 

 
Religious School Update 

by Lisa Clay 
 
Hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving!  We are thankful for your support and the opportunity to work with 
your children.  Hard to believe it is almost Chanukah and the end of 2015.  We have a good solid 3 weeks of 
learning in December before the break.  Our last day of Sunday classes is on December 20th.  Our last 
Tuesday class will be on December 22nd. 
 
Our Chanukah party will take place on Sunday, December 13th, at 10:00 am. Parents are encouraged to attend 
with their children. Please bring you family menorah and candles so you can add your light to the community’s 
collective menorah lighting. 
 
Finally we are looking for new school committee members - this is a great way to get involved!  Come to a 
meeting and see!  Contact Lisa Clay at lcc1129@yahoo.com if you are interested. 

 
 
Annual Appeal 2015 
 
Shalom, 
 
At the end of this year, my final term as president of Sha’arei Shalom will come to an end.  I have been blessed 
to work with many volunteers, past and present, who have given of themselves to build and maintain this 
community with me.  It has been my pleasure and my privilege to work side by side with them.  I thank each 
one for sharing with me the responsibility of shepherding our congregation.   
 
With the contributions of so many, Sha’arei Shalom has created an inclusive, innovative, and engaging Jewish 
community in Ashland.  In all that we do, we look to make our tradition relevant and meaningful to today’s 
Jews.  We welcome individuals in various walks of life including those in interfaith relationships, families with 
young children, individuals, and senior citizens.  We make all our offerings open to members and non-
members alike, because it is important to us that anyone interested in having a connection to Judaism feel 

http://www.evite.com/event/007DBF6JBQXRX4ZVWEPFRPSWCGAPEM?gid=
mailto:lcc1129@yahoo.com


welcome and comfortable in our community.  And our rates are tiered and affordable, with a special senior rate 
available, so that the threshold to membership is low. 
 
There are many ways to help Sha’arei Shalom continue to thrive and grow.  To continue the important work 
that we are doing and to expand our outreach, we need your financial support.   
 
With a small membership and no endowment, our budget continues to be extremely tight.  We ask you to 
contribute whatever you can—whether $18 or $180 or $1800.  Your contribution will help us to: 
 

 Continue to provide our rigorous but engaging Religious School classes that our children enjoy, so that 
they develop a strong and positive Jewish identity.   
 

 Keep our dues rates affordable so that families and individuals at all stages of life can afford to stay 
engaged with Judaism and the Jewish community. 
 

 Purchase a new portable bima for our use at High Holidays and make repairs to our portable ark; both 
are bearing the marks of their many years of service. 

 
Thank you for your generous support.  (And please let us know if your tax-deductible donation is in memory or 
in honor of someone so that we can include that in our acknowledgements.) Donations can be sent to us at 
P.O. Box 454, Ashland, MA  01721. 
 

Please make your Annual Fund donation now.  Our community’s strength depends on you. 

 
Member News 
 
We send healing prayers to Linda Hecker and Lucy Tannen who are both recovering from illnesses. 

 
To  the Sha'arei Shalom Community, 
 
This past August I was in the hospital for 3 weeks followed by a long recovery.  Lisa Clay 
and her daughter, Emilie, sent me a beautiful card and note including the offer of help. 
Normally I would say, how nice, but this time I really needed help so I could move. I 
couldn't pack or lift things. I got in touch with Lisa to see if she was serious about 
assisting me and she was!  
 
Jen and Ethan Gordon and Gary Weinberger came to my rescue two times during 
Sunday School. Sheila Watnick gave up an afternoon and also provided dinner and 
Andy Witty and Jan Freedman were available.  Not only did they come to help, they 
were like professional movers with big hearts and gave such loving support. I am so 
thankful and filled with awe that so many people would come to lend their hands, 
thoughtfulness and skills. Packing china, no problem, filling every last inch of the truck, 
piece of cake!  You are all such exemplars of what is great about Sha'arei. 
 
I'd also like to thank Rose Spitzer, Jeff and Zach Weinstein for taking over my Sunday 
School class at the last minute.  I miss it so much but am relieved that such good people 
are teaching with such love and knowledge.   
 
All my love and gratitude, 
 
Lucy Tannen 

 
 
 



Monica Weinstein Women’s Book Group 
by Leslie Jaffe 
 
The Book Group will meet on Sunday, December 20th at 10:00 am at Jasper Hill Cafe in Holliston. We will be 
discussing 'On Folly Beach' by Karen While. Anyone interested in joining the group can call Leslie Jaffe at 508-
881-1079. 
 

 
Elissa Naiman Evergreen Group 
by Sheila Watnick 
 

At the November 18th meeting of the Elissa Naiman Evergreen Group at the home of Barbara Kleinberg, 
members remembered Elissa Naiman on the upcoming first anniversary of her death.  Some never got to know 
Elissa and the special and talented person that made her so endearing.  We also celebrated birthdays, some 
very belatedly, for Diana Cohen, Lucy Tannen and Linda Hecker and caught up on Thanksgiving plans and life 
in general. 
 
The next meeting will be a Chanukah party for members and their spouses/ friends on Wednesday, 
December 9th, at 6:30 p.m. (an hour earlier than usual) at the home of Shirley and Wes Marks.  
 
Female temple members 60 and over are welcome to join Evergreen.  Contact 
evergreen@shaareaishalom.org. 
 

 

Babysitting! 

Josie Kaufman is available for babysitting.  She is 12 years old and has taken the Red Cross 
babysitting course.  She can babysit on weekends.  Contact Josie with any questions at 
508-881-6930  

 

 

WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUNG FAMILIES 

PJ LIBRARY IS A JEWISH FAMILY ENGAGEMENT program implemented on a local level throughout North 
America. We mail free, high-quality Jewish children's literature and music to families across the continent 
on a monthly basis.  
 
PJ Library is a program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, made possible through partnerships with 
philanthropists and local Jewish organizations. Today, families in hundreds of communities across the United 
States and Canada are able to explore the timeless core values of Judaism through books and music.  
 
All families raising Jewish children from age six months of age through five, six, seven or eight years 
(depending on the community) are welcome to enroll.  

http://pjlibrary.org/ 
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DO YOU LOVE TO SING?  

CHECK OUT SHIR JOY! 
Whether you sing professionally or have only sung in your shower, this is your chance to join with other adults 

who love to sing Jewish music. Shir Joy is a Jewish choir that started up in the fall of 2011. We practice on 

Sunday evenings from 7-9 pm right at Congregation B’nai Shalom in Westborough. In our first year we had over 

35 members from 14 central MA towns & cities. Rehearsals this coming year will begin on October 14 following 

the High Holidays. Choir participants are not required to be Jewish nor do members need to be affiliated with a 

Jewish organization to join. We hold several concerts over the year in the Central MA area. 
Shir Joy will be directed again this coming year by Jonathan Rappaport, an experience choral conductor with over 

forty years of experience. Dues of $75 per year. love of Jewish music, and ability to keep in tune with your 

neighboring singers are required. Although we do make beautiful music together, we also build strong community 

bonds. We welcome new members. If you are interested in participating or want additional information, check out 

our website www.shirjoychorus.com, or email ShirJoyMA@gmail.com. Shir Joy is partially funded from a 

generous grant from Jewish Federation of Central Massachusetts. 

 

 
добро пожаловать! 

 

Engaging Metrowest Russian Jewish Families in Jewish Community Life  
 

A grant from the Genesis Fund is enabling us to reach out to Russian Jewish families throughout 

Metrowest. By developing collaborative relationships, we are identifying and connecting with 

members of this large and vibrant community through engaging programming and activities. 

 

As part of this program, JFN is also doing special "Privet Malish" visits -- Welcome Baby! visits 

with gift baskets and resources tailored for Russian Jewish families. 

 

If you are interested in learning more about our programs or "Privet Malish," or if you know 

someone who is, please contact our Russian community connector, Luba Olshan, for more 

information. 
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LimmudBoston 2015, the annual all day celebration of Jewish culture and learning is taking place 

Sunday, December 6, 9am- 6pm at Congregation Mishkan Tefila in Chestnut Hill.  Filled with over 

60 sessions and musical entertainment, the workshops and performances will appeal to the young 

and young-at-heart.  And the price is a great deal at just $36 per adult for a whole day! 

Register today at https://limmudboston.org/conference-2015/register/ 

Prices go up a few days before the conference. 

 

The Camp Limmud program for ages 3-13 will be coordinated by Kesher Newton, the Jewish after-

school program.  There is a discounted rate for children. 

The full schedule is now up online.  www.limmudbostonorg. Here is a little taste of some of the 

offerings available to participants. 

 Intriguing Connections between Judaism and Psychotherapy 

 Chai Alive!  Record Your Story or Interview A Family Member for Posterity 

 An Israel that Could have been: Herzl and the Offer of a Jewish Territory in Africa 

 Remember the Ladies:  An Historic View of Jewish Women Musicians in America 

 John Lennon and the Jews 

 Avraham Avinu: Leadership and Heresy 

 Refuat Hanefesh-Refuat Haguf: Healing of Body and Healing of Mind 

 A.J. Heschel Meets Parker Palmer:  Teaching as a Spiritual Journey 

 Illuminating Sacred Text 
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