Sha‘arei Shalom

SHA'AREI SHALOM , founded
in 1995, is a member-driven, diverse
congregation offering the warmth of a
small community.

We are aJewish congregation based
in Ashland, Massachusetts also
serving the surrounding communities.

We are unaffiliated; we welcome
and embrace traditional Jewish
families and interfaith families.

We recognize the wide range of
views in our congregation and
provide both tradition and
innovation, giving us the opportunity
to learn and grow as a community.

We encourage and support efforts to
reach out to those in need, both
within and outside of, our
community.

We welcome members of all ages
and stages of life and aim to provide
programming of interest to all.

“The community | envision is one that is
inclusive and egalitarian and that offers
its members support, joy and meaning in
their lives.” -Rabbi Sonia Saltzman




Sha’arei Shalom holds Friday night Shabbat events twice monthly at the Ashland Community Center (162 West
Union Street). Our Friday night schedule includes a mix of traditional (but innovative) services, our popular Shabbat Live
musical service, and meal-centered discussion-oriented evenings. Services are followed by a community Shabbat Oneg,
where participants have the opportunity to connect with each other and with the Rabbi. We observe all major Jewish
holidays as a community and sponsor a public community menorah lighting in downtown Ashland.

High Holiday Services |, led by Rabbi Sonia Saltzman, combine traditional customs with the creativity of our Rabbi
and melodies provided by Cantorial Soloist Francine Rothkopf.

Our Tot Shabbats are held at the Ashland Community Center prior to some of our regular Friday night services. Rabbi
Saltzman meets with children age 2-5 and their parents to help foster a sense of Shabbat and an early connection to
Jewish ritual and identity.

Monica Weinstein Woman'’'s Book Club The Hebrew School
Our book club is a group of women of all different ages and backgrounds from our community who share the love of

reading. The group meets once per month, usually on Sunday mornings at a local eatery, to discuss the book they have
read. The group reads everything from popular fiction to old classics to historical fiction, sometimes with Jewish themes.

The Hebrew School of Sha’arei Shalom includes children
from preschool through bar/bat mitzvah. The mission of
the school is to teach the children about their Jewish

Evergreen heritage, culture, traditions and holidays, as well as how
The Evergreen group consists of female temple members 60 and over. Meetings take place monthly at members' homes to read and write Hebrew and to prepare them for
where they discuss topics of mutual interest (stress busters, memory issues, etc), or just socialize. The group celebrates Bar/Bat mitzvah and beyond. The aim is to make

each other's birthdays and are there to lend support for the challenging times members face from time to time. Hebrew School a fun learning experience while building
Shabbat Circles a sense of community. Experienced teachers work

collaboratively with the children, their families, and the
Rabbi. For more information, contact us at
school@shaareishalom.org.

These potluck dinners, open to all, take place either at members homes or prior to services at the Community Center. Our
vision of our Shabbat Circles is to create a way to weave together our homes, our families, and all members of the
congregation, young and old, singles and couples.

Tikkun Olam (Community Service)

Sha'arei Shalom is a support congregation involved in the Interfaith Hospitality Network which assists in providing
temporary shelter and meals for families without permanent housing. Sha’arei Shalom also holds collections for the
Ashland Food Pantry Drive and has a team for the annual American Cancer Society Relay for Life.

Rediscovering Shabbat in the Second Half of Life
Re-discovering Shabbat is an opportunity for mature adults to reconnect with the warmth of a "family" shabbat. It is held
as a pot-luck dinner and includes time to both learn and chat.

Rabbi Saltzman is a graduate of Hebrew College in Newton. She grew up in Chile, in a
home imbued with Jewish values, but at a time when opportunities for Jewish learning
were especially limited for women. She chose to enter the rabbinate because she
believes in the beauty and wisdom of Judaism. Her hope is to inspire others to discover
or deepen their appreciation for Jewish tradition by engaging in a lifelong process of
Jewish learning.

Prior to entering Rabbinical School, Rabbi Saltzman spent 18 years in the corporate
world. She has a Masters Degree from Columbia University in International Affairs and
another from Brandeis University in Bible and Jewish Thought.




