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Membership renewal forms were emailed out earlier this month. 

Please mail in your dues by January 31st to:  
P.O. Box 454, Ashland, MA  01721.   

 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 

 

 SHABBAT SERVICE Jan. 27
th
 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 

 REBECCA HOPMAYER BAT MITZVAH 

Jan. 28
th
 at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 TU B’SHVAT  2/10 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 

All Congregation Services take place at the Ashland 

Community Center, 162 West Union Street (unless 

otherwise noted). 

 

OTHER EVENTS 

 Evergreen – Jan. 17
th
 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 Papa Gino’s Night – Jan. 31
st
, 4:00 - 9:00 
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Rabbi’s Letter  
by Margie Klein 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I write to you on Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King’s birthday, a day that remembers Dr. King’s legacy and urges us 
to carry it forward.   
 
This past Friday, in honor of Dr. King’s birthday and in memory of Professor Paula Hyman, a professor of 
Jewish feminism at Yale who passed away last month, I shared a dvar torah about models in the Torah of how 
we can create both personal and political change.  Since some of you requested to read my sermon and some 
others weren’t able to be there, I share the gist of it here. 
 
The first Torah portion of the Book of Exodus begins the story of the Israelites journey from slavery to freedom.  
Though often we think of the stars of this journey as male – Moses, his brother Aaron, Nachshon – the man 
who had the courage to step into the sea, in a commentary on the parasha, the Rabbis say that it was because 
of the women that the Israelites went free.  I will share three stories that explain why, and that illustrate three 
models of change. 
 
First, there were Shifra and Puah, the midwives to the Israelites, whom Pharaoh ordered to murder all of the 
Israelite boys, in hopes of preventing any from growing up and overthrowing him.  Shifra and Puah feared God, 
and refused to follow Pharaoh’s unjust orders.  In doing this, they invented civil disobedience, and created the 
idea Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. made famous millennia later, that we must challenge unjust human laws. 
 
Second, there was Miriam.  Whereas Shifra and Puah exercised their ethical muscles to stand up to powerful 
authority, Moses’ sister Miriam challenges authority closer to home, using logic and persuasion. 
 
The Talmud teaches that when Pharaoh decreed that every Israelite boy born must be thrown into the Nile, all 
the men were so upset that they divorced their wives, since they felt without baby boys, there was no point in 
having children.  Seeing the flaw in this logic, Miriam told her father Amram to remarry her mother, because his 
decree was worse than Pharaoh’s, and would ensure the Jewish people’s extinction.  Amram immediately 
changed his mind, and all of the Israelite men followed suit, and took back their wives.  
 
Third, there was Pharaoh’s daughter.  After Miriam’s father Amram took back his wife, his wife conceived a 
child, who turned out to be baby Moses.  Knowing that he was unsafe, they sent him down the Nile River in a 
basket, hoping he would survive.  In something of a miracle, Pharaoh’s daughter found the basket, and when 
she opened it, she took pity on the baby, even though she knew that saving him would violate her father’s 
decree.  Where the midwives acted on moral grounds, Pharaoh’s daughter was motivated by compassion in 
the moment.  Because of her compassion, Pharaoh’s daughter is named Batya, daughter of God. 
 
If these women, who were among the most powerless people in Egyptian society, can usher in liberation from 
slavery, then surely we have the power to make our families, communities, and society better in 2012!  
Whether by acting out our morals in the public sphere, challenging unhealthy situations close to home, or 
acting courageously to follow our compassionate instincts, may we be blessed to help create a world where 
everyone is honored as a child of God. 
 
L’shalom, 
Rabbi Margie   
 
 

President’s Corner 
by Jane Greenstein 
 
On January 8th, several of our newer member families gathered at my home, along with some of our Board 
members and their children, for our annual New Member Brunch.  It was a lovely afternoon of good company 
and good food in a casual atmosphere.  Thank you to Marcy Arms, Mindy Murray, and Sheila Watnick for 



cooking, shopping, and organizing this wonderful “get to know you” event.  Everyone mingled, the children all 
played together, and the adults struck up varied conversations and even found some unexpected points of 
commonality.  We learned that Barry Ostrow is a marathon runner.  We learned that Evan Gordon used to play 
bass in a jazz band.  We learned that Dara Weinberger makes a fabulous cinnamon-roll and apple dessert!   
 
Events such as this one are important in helping build the strong sense of community that is one of the 
cornerstones of our congregation.  Everyone in attendance said that we should have more of social events like 
this one, where folks just have a chance to talk and relax.  Toward that end, we are looking for someone to 
organize an “Adults Night Out.”  It could be a restaurant event that requires no more than picking the 
restaurant, accepting rsvps, and making the reservation.  Or it could be a “wine and appetizers night” at 
someone’s house.  Of course, we welcome any creative ideas!  Please let me know if you can be the 
host/organizer for such an event in February.  It is a relatively simple way to be of service to our community, 
but everyone will love you for it!   
 
 

REFERRAL CREDIT 
Members in good-standing who refer a new member family  

will receive a $100 credit on 2012 dues. 
 

We always encourage our members to spread the word about our wonderful Sha’arei Shalom 
community.  As a ‘thank you” for bringing an individual or family into our membership, you 

will save $100 on your next year’s dues. 

 

 
Upcoming Services  
 
On January 27th we will have a regular Friday night service at 7:30, followed by a community oneg.  We 
will be acknowledging the bat mitzvah of Rebecca Hopmayer. 
 
Rebecca Hopmayer will become a bat mitzvah on Saturday, January 28th at 9:30 a.m. at the Ashland 
Community Center.  This service is open to our membership.   We encourage you to attend, as it is a 
special opportunity for our community to experience a Shabbat morning service together. 
 
On February 10th, come celebrate Tu B'shevat with the community at 7:30.  We will have a Tu B’shevat 
seder in a festive and informal setting.  We will celebrate our connection to nature as we eat a variety of fruits 
and drink four cups of “wine." 
 
 
*When you come to a service, please consider bringing a non-perishable food item for our donation to 
the Ashland Food Pantry 
 

If you would like to donate a siddur in honor of/in memory of someone or in 
celebration of an event, please contact Jane Greenstein at 
president@shaareishalom.org.  The cost is $36 per Siddur. 

 

 

Rebecca Hopmayer Bat Mitzvah 
Rebecca Hopmayer will be called to Torah as a bat mitzvah on Saturday morning, January 28, 2012.  Her 
parents Jamie Sack and Marc Hopmayer, have this to say about her and this upcoming event: 

Becca and her family have been part of the congregation for many years, and have enjoyed 
participating in services, school activities and the IFHN.  Becca's smile, enthusiasm and sunny 
outlook were on display during her participation at all of the Kesher 13 services at Farm Pond 
during the past year.  Her poise and sweet manner will carry her through her teen years and 

mailto:janegreenstein@comcast.net


prepare her well for adulthood.  Becca is an honor roll student, loves her pets and is an 
awesome cook!  She was a star on her volleyball team this fall, and is looking forward to being a 
Girl Scout counselor again this summer.  Her parents, Marc and Jamie, and her sister 
Rachel are incredibly proud of her accomplishments and we invite the entire congregation to 
services on Friday night and Saturday morning to share in our joy. 

Sha’arei Shalom sends a big Mazel Tov to Rebecca and her parents on this upcoming event!  
 

 
Papa Gino’s Night 
Tuesday, January 31st 4pm - 9pm 
Ashland Square Shopping Center 
372 West Union St (Rt. 135), Ashland 
    
On Tuesday night, January 31st we will be holding another Social Night/Fundraiser at Papa Gino's.  On this 
Tuesday, from 4-9 pm, Papa Gino's on Rt. 135 in Ashland, will donate 20% off all sales to Sha'arei Shalom 
when you present our flyer (click on link).   The offer is good on all dine-in or carry-out orders. Feel free to 
share the flyer with friends also.    
  
The participating Papa Gino's is on Rt. 135 just down the street from the Middle School and Community Center 
(heading towards Ashland).  Their address is 372 Union St, Ashland Square Shopping Center.  Phone number: 
508-881-2112.  
  
Make it a night out!  Bring some friends, stop by after Hebrew School, coordinate with others.  What kid doesn't 
like pizza?  What mom and dad doesn't deserve a night off from cooking dinner?    
Hope to see you there! 
 

 
Religious School Update 
by Lisa Clay 
  

Learning and focus on prayer and the meaning behind prayer continues.  At the end of January and into 
February the Rabbi will spend time with grades 3-6 in the classrooms on the structure of the service and how 
the prayers are connected.  Also in February Rabbi Margie and Steve will switch groups for Learners Service.  
Steve will have grades 3-5 and Rabbi Margie will have grades 6 and 7.   
 
Progress Reports are going out on or before January 22.  Please be sure to review the report with your child.    
Teachers are available to meet or talk on the phone to connect about your child's progress and areas of focus.   
 
Finally be sure to join us for our Papa Gino's fundraiser and community event on Tuesday, January 31. 
 

 
Sha'arei Shalom fights Cancer in the Relay for Life 
by Mindy Murray 
 
Please consider joining your Sha'arei Shalom community in the American Cancer Society's Relay for Life of 
Ashland and Holliston.  We are looking for 15 participants. Your only commitment is to raise at least $100. 
Experience and enjoy the big event on June 9 -10. Attendance at the Relay is not required to be a member of 
the team, but it is fun and very rewarding for the whole family!  Contact Mindy at info@shaareishalom.org for 
more info. 
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Monica Weinstein Women's Book Club 
by Lisa Clay 
 
The Book Group is looking for someone to take over coordinating meetings.  Without a new coordinator, 

we are in danger of losing this long-standing activity.   

The next pending meeting is the annual dinner and Yankee book swap which we have started to do post 

holidays to make it easier for scheduling and break up the duldroms of winter.  We are in need of 

a coordinator and host for this event specifically.  The book we will be discussing is "Night Road" by Kristin 

Hannah.   

Please contact Lisa Clay at lcc1129@yahoo.com or 774-573-3319 if you are interesting in coordinating, 

hosting, or joining. 

  

Evergreen 
by Sheila Watnick 
 
At the December 15th Chanukah party at the home of Irene Ostrow, members held a Yankee swap with 

regifted items and ate latkes and other goodies on a table beautifully decorated with the host’s dreidel 

collection. One member shared how “at home” she finally felt in her new condo, another was to be off to 

Florida in a few weeks and another shared that she was taking singing lessons from another member  

 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 17, at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Lucy Tannen.  Female temple 

members 60 and over are welcome.  Contact evergreen@shaareishalom.org 

  

****************************************************************************************************************************** 

Babysitting! 

We have two young ladies in the congregation who wanted our membership to know they are available for 

babysitting.  They are Etana Handelman and Lexi Maher.  Here are their introductions: 

Hi, my name is Etana Handelman. I am looking for opportunities to babysit. I have a 
unique background as I am the big sister of four little sisters and a brother. As a result I 
have experience with children of all ages including babies and toddlers. I also 
successfully graduated from the Babysitting training at Ashland Recreation Center which 
included CPR and first aid.  I am free to babysit Tuesdays, Fridays, Sundays, and most 
Saturdays. If you are interested in my babysitting services please call 508-881-7188. 
Thank you, Etana  

 
My name is Lexi Maher. I live on Pennock road and I love children. I am 12 years old 

and have taken the Red Cross babysitting course. I can babysit on weekends and 

various weekday nights. Contact me with any questions at: 

508-231-0883 or 774-279-6647 
leximaher@hotmail.com   
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American Red Cross Babysitter Training Class 

 

To provide youth who are planning to babysit with the knowledge and skills necessary to 

safely and responsibly give care for children and infants. This training will help participants to 

develop leadership skills; learn how to develop a babysitting business, keep themselves and 

others safe and help children behave; and learn about basic child care and basic first aid. The 

recommended age for this course is 11-15 years old. 

 

Please contact Michelle Levenson for more information (617-529-0429, 

mllevenson@verizon.net ) 

 

 
Hand Made invitations for all occasions  

 

including:  

Bar/Bat mitzvah with Hebrew names  

Wedding  

Bridal shower  

Baby naming  

 

10% of all proceed s go to the  Shaõarei Shalom Hebrew school  

 

Call Nina to set an appointment 508 - 561 - 0609  

 

 

 

WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUNG FAMILIES 

PJ LIBRARY IS A JEWISH FAMILY ENGAGEMENT program implemented on a local level 

throughout North America. We mail free, high-quality Jewish children's literature and 

music to families across the continent on a monthly basis.  

PJ Library is a program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation , made possible through 

partnerships with philanthropists and local Jewish organizations. Today, families in 

hundreds of communities across the United States and Canada are able to explore the 

timeless core values of Judaism through books and music.  

All families raising Jewish children from age six months of age through five, six, seven or 

eight years (depending on the community) are welcome to enroll .  

http://pjlibrary.org/ 
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An Historic Opportunity!  

9th Annual Connie Spear Birnbaum Memorial Lecture  
 

Natan Sharansky  

 

You will not want to miss this 

special opportunity to welcome 

Natan Sharansky to Boston. This 

year's Birnbaum Lecture will 

feature one of Israel's leading 

authorities and the iconic symbol 

of the Soviet Jewry movement, 

released from a Russian prison 

25 years a go.  

Sunday, March 11th  

at 7:30 pm  

(doors open at 7:00)  

Host: Congregation Mishkan 

Tefila, Chestnut Hill  
 

"Risks to Our Future: 

Together We Can 

Win!"  

Anatoly Sharansky was the 

iconic symbol of the Soviet 
Jewry movement in the 1980's 

and now serves as Chairman of 

the Jewish Agency for Israel 

(JAFI). After immigrating to 

Israel after nine years in Soviet 

prisons, Natan Sharansky 

founded the Yisrael BaAliyah 

party and served as tra de and 

ministry minister during 
Netanyahu's first stint as Prime 

Minister.  
 

 

   

Natan Sharansky and SAFAM ... together 

on March 11th   

We are greatly honored that Natan Sharansky 
will deliver the 9th annual Connie Spear Birnbaum Memorial 
Lecture. Sharansky''s talk, entitled " Risks to Our Future: Together 
We Can Win!," will take place on Sunday, March 11 at 7:30 pm at 
Congregation Mishkan Tefila, Chestnut Hill.  

Become a Birnbaum Lecture Sponso r  Gifts of any size will be 
greatly appreciated. This program is offered free to the p ublic.  

To become a Birnbam Lecture sponsor, which includes a listing in 
the Program, please join us at the following levels:  Malachim ($250) 

* Preferred Seating  

Shlichim ($100) * Preferred Seating  
Yedidim ($54)  
Haverim ($36)  
 
Click here  to donate online.  

To mark this historic occasio n, we are pleased to feature SAFAM, with their unique 

American -Jewish sound, who will perform several musical numbers including Leaving 

Mother Russia .  

 

 

The Birnbaum Lecture brings together all components of the Jewish community for an 

evening of learning and unity. The lecture is named in memory of Connie Spear 

Birnbaum, who worked at the Synagogue Council of Massachusetts for many years 

towards an ideal of uniting the entire Jewish people -  K'lal Yisrael.  

We will also enjoy a performance of chamber music on strings and piano produced by 

friends and relatives of the Birnbaum family at the beginning of the program.  

 

 

  

  

  

 

Visit our website for 

further details  
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